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Stephanie Murphy Launches Mayoral Bid
for Orange County&#039;s Future

Former U.S. Rep. Stephanie Murphy announces her bid for
Orange County Mayor in the 2026 election, emphasizing

local leadership and community engagement.

Orange County, Florida, USA - As the political landscape in
Orange County heats up, former U.S. Representative Stephanie
Murphy has officially announced her candidacy for Orange
County Mayor. This move positions her as a leading contender to
take over from the term-limited Mayor Jerry Demings, who will
step down in 2026. Murphy is not just a newcomer to the
political arena; she has a storied history, serving three terms in
Congress and making headlines as the first Vietnamese-
American woman elected to this pivotal position.

Murphy, 46, shared her announcement during a lively interview
on FOX 35’s Good Day Orlando. She stressed the importance of
local leadership in a time when federal and state issues seem



increasingly divisive. “Strong local leadership is essential,” she
said, aiming to tackle the affordability crisis that resonates with
many residents looking to pursue the American dream. As she
dives into her campaign, she promises to maintain a humble
approach, focusing on community engagement and genuinely
listening to the concerns of residents.

Campaign Vision and Priorities

In her campaign, Murphy’s vision shines through vividly. She
aims to boost the number of housing units, create well-paying
jobs, and invest in infrastructure improvements, particularly in
transportation. These priorities are crucial as Orlando continues
to grow, and Murphy emphasizes that managing this expansion
is vital to keeping the city livable and affordable. “We need to
ensure Orlando remains a great place to live,” she noted, raising
a call for responsible growth and development.

Interestingly enough, her political interest was sparked by
significant events such as the 9/11 attacks and the Pulse
shooting. These moments have shaped her perspective on the
importance of community resilience and safety, especially in
today’s complex environment. It’s clear that Murphy’s
experiences inform her ambitions, aiming to fortify Orange
County’s community bonds moving forward.

A Competitive Landscape

Murphy will face stiff competition in this upcoming race. She’s
not alone on the ballot; notable candidates include Tiffany
Moore Russell, the Orange County Clerk of Courts, and Mayra
Uribe, an Orange County Commissioner, both of whom are fellow
Democrats. Additionally, tech entrepreneur Chris Messina, who
represents the Republican side, adds an element of diversity to
the field. Notably absent will be Val Demings, the current
mayor’s wife, who recently confirmed she will not enter the race.
Political analysts are already speculating that Murphy is a front-
runner, given her previous congressional experience and broad



appeal in the community.

It’s imperative for candidates to file their intent to run by June
12, 2026, with the mayoral election set for November 3, 2026.
As Murphy steps into this spotlight, her past achievements in
Congress—where she served on pivotal committees like Ways
and Means and House Armed Services—could play a significant
role in shaping her campaign narrative. Murphy’s tenure wasn’t
without its challenges, notably her involvement in the Capitol
riot investigation through the January 6 Commission, which
showcased her commitment to democracy and governance.

This local election holds promise for Orange County, with
Murphy’s candidacy representing a blend of experience, vision,
and a dedication to tackling the pressing issues facing residents.
As her campaign unfolds, residents and political enthusiasts
alike will be watching closely to see how this dynamic race
develops.

For more details, you can check out the announcement on 
Florida Politics and see further coverage on FOX 35 Orlando.
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