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Longtime Nursery Worker Arrested in
Sumter County Faces ICE Hold

A nursery worker in Sumter County, arrested for driving
without a license, faces ICE hold after 20 years

undocumented in the U.S.

Sumter County, Florida, USA - In a case that has sparked
discussions around immigration policy and enforcement, Pedro
Velazquez Hernandez, a 44-year-old nursery worker from
Sumter County, finds himself at the center of controversy after
being arrested for driving without a valid license. Hernandez has
lived in the United States for 20 years without documentation,
and now, following his arrest, U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) has placed a hold on him. A routine traffic
stop at 6:30 a.m. revealed that while he was the registered
owner of a white Dodge Ram pickup, he lacked the necessary
identification or a valid license. Although there was a suggestion
that he might possess a Texas license, no records could be
found, leading to his detention for a second conviction of



operating a motor vehicle without a valid license.

Hernandez, who has previously faced similar charges in 2015,
now sits in the Sumter County Detention Center with a bond set
at $500. His case has reignited a broader conversation about the
current trends in immigration enforcement under the Biden
administration, which has seen a significant increase in the
detention of immigrants without criminal histories. According to 
NBC News, the statistics show that of 113,431 immigration
arrests made during fiscal year 2024, 28% were of individuals
without prior criminal convictions or pending charges.

Shifting Focus of ICE Detentions

The shift in ICE enforcement priorities has stirred debates
concerning the treatment of non-criminal immigrants. The Biden
administration’s policies, it appears, have allowed for a rise in
the apprehension of individuals who might not have committed
any crimes apart from their immigration status. Tricia
McLaughlin from the Department of Homeland Security noted,
„They may not have criminal records, but they are often far from
innocent.“ The same report emphasizes that while criminal
convictions among detainees are often highlighted in ICE’s
messaging, a growing percentage of those detained—like
Hernandez—haven’t broken laws beyond immigration violations.

Further expanding the context, a CBS News analysis indicates
that the detentions of non-criminal immigrants surged
significantly since May, further illustrating the current
administration’s broader policies. Significantly, while about 40%
of detainees since January had criminal convictions, many are
ensnared simply due to civil immigration violations. Tom Homan,
known as the „border czar,“ has made clear that anyone who
entered the country illegally could face removal—essentially
broadening the scope of enforcement beyond just those with
violent criminal histories.

Meanwhile, ICE’s facilities reached near capacity mid-February,

https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/national-security/new-ice-data-shows-administration-isnt-just-arresting-criminals-rcna192656
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/ice-detentions-non-criminal-immigrants-violent-crime-convictions-analysis/


accommodating 41,169 detainees. With immigration courts
facing a staggering backlog of 3.6 million cases, the process for
immigrants caught in this net is becoming increasingly
prolonged, leaving many like Hernandez suspended precariously
in uncertainty.

Public Sentiment and Political Reactions

There’s something to be said for public sentiment about these
sweeping arrests. A CBS News poll highlights that mass
deportation of non-criminal immigrants is unpopular, and
various protests throughout the country emphasize a growing
dissatisfaction with how immigration policies are being enforced.
In fact, many Californian leaders have criticized the
administration for indiscriminately targeting immigrant families
rather than focusing strictly on criminal elements within the
population.

The focus on enforcement measures against non-criminals has
raised eyebrows among some lawmakers and watchdog groups.
Concerns have been voiced regarding the disconnect between
the administration’s rhetoric and actual enforcement actions. As
this case of Hernandez unfolds, it encapsulates not only his
personal struggles but also the deeper nuances of a federal
immigration system that is increasingly strained.

This situation in Sumter County stands as a poignant reminder
of the complexities surrounding immigration policy in the U.S., a
topic that affects many families and communities across the
nation.

As we watch Pedro Velazquez Hernandez’s case progress, it
serves as a flashpoint illustrating the challenges and discussions
at play regarding immigration enforcement, civil rights, and the
ongoing debate over what it means to live and work in America.
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