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Sumter County School District&#039;s
Data Scandal: Falsified Grades Exposed!

The Sumter County School District faced scrutiny for
falsifying student data through &quot;shell schools,&quot;
revealing ethical violations and a push for transparency.

Wildwood, Florida, USA - In a startling revelation that has
shaken the Sumter County School District, investigators have
uncovered that the district falsified data in a scheme to boost
school grades. The Department of Education’s inspector general
concluded this after a comprehensive investigation that spanned
a year. The controversial program, known as SOAR, involved
setting up „shell schools“ to ostensibly provide virtual
instruction to low-performing students, but the end result was
more about manipulating grades than helping kids succeed. 

This inquiry was initiated on November 17, 2023, following an
anonymous tip-off detailing the district’s actions under former
Superintendent Richard A. Shirley. Approximately 200 students



were extracted from their actual schools and enrolled in these
alternative programs without parental knowledge, raising
serious ethical questions about the integrity of the district’s
reporting. Wildwood Elementary, one of the schools involved,
only showed a marginal academic improvement—from a C to a
B—during this time, raising doubts about the true effectiveness
of the SOAR program reports CF Public.

The SOAR Program: A Closer Look

The SOAR initiative functioned from 2017 until 2021 at several
educational institutions, including Wildwood Elementary and
South Sumter Middle School. It promised specialized help for
struggling students, but, as the findings indicate, it appears to
have been more about giving the district a better image in
terms of school performance. While proponents like Shirley
defended the program, claiming it aimed to assist students, the
state investigation pointed toward manipulation tactics intended
to enhance state funding according to Click Orlando.

Logan Brown, the newly elected superintendent, condemned the
practices exposed in the inspector general’s report, labeling
them deceptive and unethical. He emphasized that building
parental trust is critical and acknowledged that changes are
needed to restore credibility to the district. Brown confirmed
that the findings would be forwarded to the Office of
Professional Practice for possible disciplinary actions against
those involved, including Shirley, who retired after 28 years.
Notably, attempts to contact him for a statement went
unanswered reports CF Public.

Ethical Implications and the Path Forward

The violations uncovered reflect a disregard for the Principles of
Professional Conduct for Florida educators, which stress the
importance of integrity in student reporting and the ethical
management of educational environments as outlined by the
Florida Department of Education. Educators are expected to
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uphold values like honesty, respect, and a commitment to
student welfare, none of which seem to have guided the actions
of the previous administration.

With these disturbing revelations, Superintendent Brown
affirmed a commitment to transparency and ethical
accountability in the district’s practices going forward. He
underscored that strict oversight measures are currently being
instituted to ensure adherence to educational standards and to
prevent such misconduct from occurring in the future. The road
to regain trust may be long, but with the right steps, Sumter
County can pave a brighter path for its students and their
families.
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