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Trump&#039;s  Alligator Alcatraz  Visit
Sparks Controversy in Florida

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis announces Trump&#039;s
upcoming visit to the controversial &quot;Alligator

Alcatraz&quot; immigration detention center.

Big Cypress National Preserve, Florida, USA - In a
significant move in Florida’s immigration landscape, Governor
Ron DeSantis unveiled plans for President Donald Trump’s visit
to the newly established immigration detention center, known as
„Alligator Alcatraz.“ This visit is set for Tuesday, marking a
moment of both political and environmental contention in the
state’s ongoing struggle with immigration enforcement and land
preservation. DeSantis discussed this announcement following
the signing of the state budget in Wildwood on Monday, where
he emphasized the importance of increasing detention space for
illegal immigrants.

The Alligator Alcatraz center, located within the vast Everglades,



has stirred environmental concerns due to its planned
construction on sensitive wetlands. Environmental groups
quickly sprang into action, filing a federal lawsuit aimed at
halting the facility’s construction. AP News reports that the
lawsuit demands a thorough environmental review and an
opportunity for public comment, as stipulated by federal and
state laws. Critics of the project argue that it threatens the
delicate ecosystems that are home to endangered species like
the Florida panther.

Controversial Location and Community
Response

Situated at a Miami-Dade County-owned airfield within the Big
Cypress National Preserve, approximately 45 miles west of
Miami, the center is under scrutiny for more than just
immigration policy. Local activists and Native American tribes,
including the Miccosukee and Seminole, have expressed
concerns about the sacred nature of the land. Protests are on
the horizon, reflecting a rejection of the facility’s perceived
intrusion into culturally significant territory.

Governor DeSantis, defending the initiative, remarked on the
necessity for such a facility, claiming the need for a „one-stop-
shop“ for processing immigration cases, thus streamlining the
deportation process. Florida plans to manage the center’s daily
operations while the federal government will oversee
reimbursement costs. My News 13 notes that if the Trump
administration permits National Guard members to act as
immigration judges, the process could see increased efficiency,
a point that has raised eyebrows among critics.

Political Implications and Future Outlook

The upcoming visit by Trump highlights the political
ramifications of the facility’s establishment. DeSantis has
expressed a desire for other states to adopt similar measures as

https://apnews.com/article/florida-alligator-alcatraz-history-immigration-detention-activism-796d5fae66d28de45c647241aa02d7bd
https://mynews13.com/fl/orlando/news/2025/06/30/trump-to-visit--alligator-alcatraz--on-tuesday--desantis-says


part of the broader crackdown on illegal immigration. The
Republican Party is getting into the spirit of things by marketing
merchandise that prominently features the slogan „Alligator
Alcatraz,“ tapping into the current wave of support for hardline
immigration policies.

While some commend the effort to bolster immigration
enforcement, others worry about the implications for Florida’s
environment and the rights of local communities. CBS News
adds that the lawsuit has named various federal and state
agencies, including the Department of Homeland Security and
Immigration and Customs Enforcement, in its push to advocate
for environmental protections.

As the construction progresses and the center gears up to start
processing individuals who entered the U.S. illegally as soon as
next week, all eyes are on how this situation will unfold, both
politically and environmentally. The juxtaposition of immigration
reform and ecological protection leaves many Florida residents
pondering the land’s future amid the escalating tensions
surrounding Alligator Alcatraz.
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