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DeSantis Signs Historic Bill to Boost
Florida Firefighter Safety!

Governor Ron DeSantis signed HB 929 on June 5, 2025,
enhancing firefighter safety in Florida by addressing health

risks and mental well-being.

Palm Beach Gardens, Florida, United States - In a bold
move underscoring his commitment to public safety, Governor
Ron DeSantis recently signed House Bill 929 during the 81st
Annual Convention of the Florida Professional Firefighters in
Palm Beach Gardens. This new legislation aims to bolster the
physical and mental health protections for Florida’s firefighters,
a profession often fraught with both visible and invisible
dangers.

Governor DeSantis remarked that the bill enhances Florida’s
dedication to the safety and well-being of its first responders. He
highlighted the necessity of addressing not only the physical
demands of firefighting but also the often-overlooked mental



health challenges that can lead to significant issues, including
suicide risks. The new law updates the Florida Firefighters
Occupational Safety and Health Act to encompass a wide range
of hazards faced by firefighters, from occupational diseases to
necessary mental health support.

Key Provisions of HB 929

So, what does this new legislation entail? Here are some of the
critical components:

Fire departments are now required to purchase
firefighting gear that is free from hazardous chemicals
whenever possible.
Employers must notify firefighters if their existing gear
contains toxic substances.
The Florida State Fire Marshal’s office will monitor
mental health impacts and develop prevention protocols
focused on suicide risks.
Firefighter work shifts are limited to 42 hours per week
to reduce burnout and fatigue.

This legislation has been well received, passing both the Florida
House and Senate unanimously. Representative Danny Alvarez,
who sponsored the bill, emphasized the importance of
recognizing the sacrifices made by firefighters and police
officers, likening their valor to that of veterans. His comments
resonate with the ongoing efforts by the DeSantis administration
to secure higher recognition and resources for first responders,
including a recent proposal recommending over $118 million to
raise first responder pay by an impressive 25% for state-
employed firefighters.

A Legacy of Support for First Responders

Governor DeSantis‘ signing of HB 929 isn’t an isolated incident;
it’s part of a larger pattern of support for Florida’s first
responders. In 2019, he enacted legislation extending cancer



benefits to firefighters, and just last month, he took steps to
enhance compensation for those injured during official training.
Following Hurricane Ian, he also allocated $2 million in disaster
relief funding for first responders, showcasing a continued
commitment to safeguarding those who put their lives on the
line.

As HB 929 prepares to go into effect on July 1, there’s a palpable
sense of optimism among firefighters and their supporters. This
new law not only acknowledges the bravery of these individuals
but is a step forward in ensuring they can adequately protect
themselves while serving our communities. As the governor
noted, it’s high time we strengthen protections for our
firefighters, providing them the tools they need to thrive both
physically and mentally.

For more details, you can check out the original announcements
from Fox 13 News, Florida Governor’s Office, and Florida
Politics.
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