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DeSantis&#039;s  Alligator Alcatraz :
Controversy Brews Over Migrant

Detention
Florida plans to build a migrant detention center,

&quot;Alligator Alcatraz,&quot; in the Everglades, sparking
controversy over human rights and environmental impact.

Dade-Collier Training and Transition Airport, Florida, USA
- In a move drawing sharp criticism and concern, Florida
Governor Ron DeSantis is pushing forward with plans for a
contentious migrant detention center in the Everglades, aptly
nicknamed „Alligator Alcatraz.“ This facility, set to rise on a
decommissioned airport site that lacks electricity and drinking
water, aims to create up to 10,000 accommodation spaces for
migrants detained by ICE and local law enforcement. With initial
plans to house over 1,000 immigrants in tents and containers
come summer 2025, the facility has been met with widespread
opposition.



The plans entail a significant investment, estimated at
approximately $450 million annually. However, there are worries
that this funding could divert FEMA disaster relief
funds—typically reserved for hurricane aid and asylum seeker
support—towards this controversial initiative, as Stuttgarter
Nachrichten reports. Critics, including Democrats and human
rights advocates, argue that this plan not only violates federal
law but also poses significant health risks due to its swampy
surroundings and the looming threat of hurricanes.

Emergency Powers and Environmental
Concerns

DeSantis is employing emergency law to secure the wetland
area at a reduced price, which raises eyebrows among local
officials and advocates. Protests against the facility erupted on
June 22, organized by groups including Friends of Everglades
and the Miccosukee tribe, who worry about the environmental
impact on the region’s delicate ecosystem. Notably, the
construction site is located near traditional Miccosukee and
Seminole villages, prompting a series of questions about the
implications for local wildlife and water systems, as Time
reports.

The Florida Attorney General, James Uthmeier, claims that the
center aligns with the immigration policies of former President
Trump and current DHS Secretary Kristi Noem. Under the plan,
the state aims to ramp up detention capacity nationwide from
41,000 to at least 100,000 beds, a point underscored by new
facility proposals at Camp Blanding, a National Guard training
center near Jacksonville. This second center is expected to add
5,000 temporary immigration beds by early July, illustrated by 
CNN.

Political Fallout and Humanitarian Issues

Despite the administration framing this facility as a temporary
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solution before deportation, the reaction from Democrats and
human rights advocates has been staunchly negative. Critics
cite inadequate conditions in existing facilities, including reports
of insufficient food, water, and medical care, leading to calls for
humane treatment of migrants, a stance echoed by Nayna
Gupta from the American Immigration Council.

This highly contentious plan does not just present logistical
challenges; it raises serious humanitarian questions. The
majority of migrants are not criminals, yet the current
administration continues to treat all undocumented individuals
as serious offenders—a narrative that many feel is
fundamentally unfair. This lack of a considered approach draws
from deep-seated concerns regarding how migrants are
handled. Dwight Bullard, a former State Senator, noted the
potential devastating effects on the Everglades‘ fragile
landscape.

As the summer heats up and preparations for this detention
center continue, the looming hurricane season adds an
unexpected urgency to the situation. The Florida Division of
Emergency Management is reportedly laying out evacuation
plans, yet some express doubts about its capability to respond
effectively to natural disasters amid dwindling federal support.

The debate surrounding „Alligator Alcatraz“ is more than a
question of logistics; it’s about the values Florida chooses to
uphold when it comes to migrants. As tensions rise and opinions
clash, the Sunshine State finds itself at a crossroads in
immigration policy—and the direction it takes could have lasting
implications for years to come.
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