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Broward Schools Fight to Save Arts
Programs Amid Budget Crisis

Broward County schools face budget cuts amid enrollment
declines, impacting arts programs and funding for the
2025-26 year.

Coral Springs, Florida, USA - Broward County Public Schools
is navigating a complex situation with declining enrollment and
tightening budgets as the new school year approaches. As
*Local 10* reports, district leaders are grappling with state
budget decisions while striving to safeguard its performing arts
programs despite challenging choices ahead. The overarching
goal remains clear: protect these vital programs for students,
even as difficult decisions loom.

For instance, at Maplewood Elementary in Coral Springs, the
beloved daily music program will be replaced by an after-school
chorus club. Deputy Superintendent of Teaching and Learning,
Angela Fulton, underscored the importance of arts in our



education system, stating, ,,We want to ensure that while we
make tough decisions, arts opportunities remain available.*
Notably, the full-time music teacher will not be displaced
entirely, finding continued employment within the district.
Additionally, a physical education coach with a rich background
in music teaching will assist in keeping the music program
vibrant.

Enrollment Declines and Financial
Challenges

The backdrop of these cuts is alarming; the district has
witnessed an enrollment drop of 17% over the last decade. With
an anticipated loss of 8,000 students this fall alone, the school
board faces a daunting $76 million deficit, as highlighted by
*NBC Miami*. The curtain falls on federal pandemic relief funds,
leaving the district scrambling to balance its financial sheets
while maintaining educational standards.

Cost-cutting measures are unfolding rapidly, with the Broward
County School Board approving a reorganizational plan aimed at
saving about $7 million mainly through attrition. Oversight has
tightened, as 104 vacant security monitor positions will remain
unfilled as part of these austerity measures; this is a clear signal
of the district’s significant budget recalibration effort.

A Look at Proposed Cuts

According to *Pineapple Report*, Broward Schools are planning
to reduce their budget by an astounding $64.6 million for the
upcoming school year. Superintendent Howard Hepburn has
outlined some tough proposals in a memo to the School Board.
Notable suggestions include the elimination of 21 academic
positions, alongside cuts in operations, communications, IT,
human resources, finance, and strategic roles. The objective is
to align staffing levels more closely with student numbers,
addressing the disproportionate growth in staff despite



significant enrollment losses.

This current budget overhaul marks the most significant attempt
in years to ,,right-size* the district. As educational funding in
Florida continues to lag—ranking 45th in the nation—the
increasing costs without proportional student numbers highlight
both systemic issues and acute fiscal strain. Presently, Florida
schools receive around $9,000 per student, starkly below the
national average of $16,000 to $20,000.

Community Engagement and Future
Outlook

While these changes are set to impact many, school board
members are keenly aware of the students they serve. Board
member Rebecca Thompson reiterated that no official steps
have been taken to eliminate music or art programs and
emphasized, “Course cuts often reflect student interest in other
electives, not administrative decisions.” As the district waits for
more projected clarity from the Florida Legislature on state
funding, community input on possible school closures and other
significant changes will begin gathering momentum next month.

As the dust settles on these crucial discussions, our
community’s voice becomes increasingly vital to ensure that
educational opportunities, particularly in the arts, remain not
just a topic of conversation but a reality for all students. The
coming weeks will ultimately determine the fate of Broward
County’s educational landscape as it strives to balance fiscal
responsibility with the rich traditions of its arts programs.
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