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Florida AG Threatens Broward Sheriff:
Enforce Immigration Laws Now!

Florida Attorney General warns Broward Sheriff Tony over
immigration law enforcement compliance, risking his

position amid community priorities.

Broward County, Florida, USA - In a heated exchange
centering around immigration enforcement, Florida Attorney
General James Uthmeier has sternly warned Broward Sheriff
Gregory Tony about the potential consequences of his current
stance. Uthmeier’s letter, sent to Tony following comments
made at a recent workshop, asserts that failure to comply with
federal immigration laws could lead to the sheriff’s removal by
Governor Ron DeSantis. This warning underscores a substantial
shift in the dynamic between local and state law enforcement
regarding immigration policy.

The attorney general’s letter references recent remarks from
Sheriff Tony during a June 3 meeting where he indicated that



immigration enforcement was not a priority for the Broward
County Sheriff’s Office (BSO). “The patch on our sleeve says
Broward County. We are not ICE… I don’t work for the
Department of Justice,” Uthmeier quoted Tony as saying. This
comment has caused considerable concern, as it hints at a
reluctance to follow a new Florida law mandating local law
enforcement to cooperate with federal immigration authorities.

Clarifications and Commitment

In his response, Sheriff Tony defended the BSO’s history of
collaboration with Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
since 2019, emphasizing that their focus remains on tackling
criminal activities, including those committed by individuals with
questionable immigration status. He underscored the BSO’s
commitment to complying with state laws while prioritizing the
safety and security of the local community. According to CBS
News, Tony stated, “We have done and will continue to do our
part to assist with any federal law enforcement inquiries.”

Uthmeier’s letter comes in light of several high-profile crimes
linked to undocumented immigrants in Broward County, which
he argued highlight the importance of local law enforcement’s
role in immigration enforcement. He pointed to Florida Statute §
908.104(1), demanding local agencies to support federal
initiatives, and warned that noncompliance might lead to legal
repercussions. Reflecting the attorney general’s urgency, he
stated that Broward County, with over $765 million in local
funding, has the resources to comply with state laws while still
fulfilling their duties to protect the community.

A Balancing Act

As the situation unfolds, the tension between adhering to federal
laws and serving the interests of the local community continues
to grow. Sheriff Tony has made it clear that while the Broward
Sheriff’s Office will uphold Florida laws, he remains cautious
about aggressive immigration enforcement measures. In his
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words, his office is committed to “addressing crime in the
community, regardless of the perpetrator’s immigration status.”
Yet, this commitment is not without complications. Uthmeier’s
insistence that failure to comply could jeopardize Tony’s position
has added pressure to navigate this complex issue delicately.

Governor DeSantis, who was copied on the correspondence but
has not commented publicly, remains a pivotal player in this
ongoing dialogue about immigration enforcement in Florida. As
tension mounts, and the stakes get higher, one thing is
certain—Broward County finds itself at the center of a crucial
debate about the role of local law enforcement in federal
immigration policy.

The dual roles of sheriff and guardian of the community are
always challenging to balance, especially under shifting legal
expectations. As local officials grapple with their responsibilities,
the question of how to align community needs with state
mandates grows ever more pressing. For both Sheriff Tony and
Attorney General Uthmeier, the clarity of purpose in this matter
will likely shape the future of the Broward Sheriff’s Office and its
relationship with federal authorities.

For further details, you can read the original articles on South
Florida Reporter, CBS News, and WSVN.
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