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Heroic Father Rescues Daughter After
Cruise Ship Plunge!

A girl fell from a cruise ship near Fort Lauderdale; her
father bravely jumped in to rescue her. Both are safe.

Fort Lauderdale, Florida, USA - On June 29, 2025, a
distressing incident unfolded aboard the Disney Dream cruise
ship as a five-year-old girl fell from the fourth deck into the sea.
This alarming event took place during the vessel’s return
journey from the Bahamas to Fort Lauderdale, Florida. The girl’s
father immediately leaped into the water to rescue her,
demonstrating both instinct and bravery in a harrowing moment.

Witnesses aboard the ship reported that an urgent
announcement came over the loudspeakers declaring „Mr. MOB
port-side“ — signaling a „man overboard“ situation. The crew of
the Disney Dream reacted swiftly, reducing the ship’s speed and
deploying a rescue boat to the location from which the girl had



fallen. Passengers, such as Shannon Lindholm, were on edge as
they watched the rescue unfold.

The Dramatic Rescue

The frantic efforts of the crew led to the successful retrieval of
both father and daughter within a mere five minutes. Eyewitness
accounts describe the scene as one filled with tension that
quickly shifted to relief as applause erupted from passengers
when the girl was brought back onboard in the arms of a crew
member. Her mother waited anxiously on deck, visibly
fluctuating between fear and the overwhelming joy of their
reunion.

During these intense moments, Disney Cruise Line confirmed
the incident and praised the crew for their quick response.
Remarkably, the entire rescue operation lasted only about 15
minutes, after which the ship resumed its course. Fortunately,
both the father and daughter are reported to be safe and in
good health.

Concerns Over Safety Measures

The incident has raised questions regarding the safety of cruise
ships, specifically the efficacy of deck barriers designed to
prevent falling. The Disney Dream, constructed in 2010 and
capable of carrying up to 4,000 passengers across its 14 decks,
is equipped with plexiglass safety barriers intended to thwart
accidents like this. However, doubts persist among social media
users who call for a thorough investigation into the
circumstances surrounding the fall. Such accidents are not
entirely unprecedented; there have been similar incidents on
cruise ships in the past.

Safety remains a crucial topic in the cruise industry. According
to Maritime Administration statistics, cruise travel is statistically
safer than traveling by car, train, or plane. Despite this
assurance, incidents like the recent fall can raise eyebrows. A



report from schiffsradar.org indicates that in the last two
decades, around 100 million passengers have taken cruises with
an unfortunate tally of 80 fatalities attributed to various causes,
including accidents and health-related issues.

Moreover, cruise lines are increasingly prioritizing safety
protocols. A significant 72% of vacationers now consider safety
aspects when choosing their accommodations. While the thrill of
ocean travel is evident, the industry is adapting to enhance
protection, ensuring that measures align with international
standards such as SOLAS (Safety of Life at Sea).

As investigations into the Disney Dream incident proceed, it is
essential for both passengers and the cruise line to reflect on
safety practices to prevent similar situations in the future. The
ocean holds both beauty and danger, and vigilance is key to
ensuring a safe voyage.

To read more about this incident, check the detailed reports by 
Nau.ch and n-tv. For a broader understanding of cruise safety,
visit Schiffsradar.org.
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