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Join the Python Hunt: Florida&#039;s
Battle Against Invasive Snakes!

Explore the Florida Python Challenge, a 10-day competition
in Broward County aimed at controlling invasive Burmese

pythons in the Everglades.

Everglades, Florida, USA - The Florida Python Challenge
continues to draw attention as thousands gather to combat the
invasive Burmese python population in the Everglades. This
annual, 10-day competition, designed to remove these
ecological adversaries, showcases the commitment of amateur
hunters aimed at restoring balance to the fragile ecosystem. As
reported by Naples News, this year’s challenge saw over 600
participants, eager to surpass last year’s record of 209 pythons
humanely killed.

Documentary filmmaker Xander Robin recently highlighted this
unique undertaking through his film „The Python Hunt,“ which
premiered at the renowned South by Southwest film festival.

https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/2025/06/20/florida-python-challenge-movie-python-hunt-in-everglades-hunting-burmese-pythons-big-cypress-park/83651363007/


The documentary features a cast of characters, including an
82-year-old woman on her „final adventure“ and a fifth-
generation Floridian. Filmed in Dade and Collier counties during
2023, Robin offers a glimpse into the grueling yet exhilarating
lives of amateur hunters navigating the swamp at night,
spotlight in hand, in search of these elusive snakes.

Challenges and Triumphs

What’s worth noting is the ecological impact of Burmese
pythons. According to AP News, these snakes pose a
considerable threat to native wildlife, with studies revealing
dramatic declines in populations of raccoons, opossums, and
bobcats due to their predation. In light of this, participation in
the challenge is not merely about competition; it’s about taking
action against a growing problem.

Thomas Aycock, a contractor for the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission, reflects on his 11 years of hunting
experience in the Everglades. He participates annually,
employing techniques ranging from handheld methods to the
use of specialized tools. With a competitive edge, participants
hope to claim the $10,000 grand prize for the most pythons
captured. There’s a level of camaraderie in the air—hunters
often share the experience with friends, and some even invite
fellow veterans to hunt together under the stars.

Ecological Management Efforts

The National Park Service (NPS) has not sat idle in this battle
against invasive species. For over a decade, they’ve
collaborated with organizations like the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Commission to produce a comprehensive management plan.
Their focused efforts range from research initiatives to exploring
innovative strategies, such as the potential use of pheromones
to attract pythons. The NPS’s ongoing commitment is a
testament to their dedication in coordinating effective
management and outreach in combatting this ecological crisis.

https://apnews.com/article/florida-python-challenge-burmese-snakes-invasive-hunting-6838af6afed7eedf875a06482c362156


With every python hunted, important questions arise: are we
making a significant impact? Are we really turning the tide
against these ever-present snakes? While the battle is ongoing,
initiatives like the Python Patrol program and public education
efforts highlight the growing awareness and action being taken
across Florida.

Whether it’s through the thrill of competition in the Florida
Python Challenge or the exhaustive research and management
efforts championed by the NPS, there’s something to be said for
the community’s dedication to restoring the Everglades‘ natural
balance. As these hunters leave their mark on the wetlands, we
can only look forward to the potential for positive change ahead.
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