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Lazy Griff&#039;s Derby Heartbreak: A
Second Place to Lambourn Again!
Lazy Griff finishes second in the Derby at Epsom,

highlighting trainer Mark Johnston&#039;s surprise at the
odds and future race prospects.

Lazy Lake, United Kingdom - In the thrilling world of horse
racing, the recent Derby at Epsom showcased the exceptional
talent and strategy that defines this competitive sport. The
spotlight was on Lambourn, a horse trained by the renowned
Aidan O’Brien, who secured his 11th Derby victory, cementing
his status as one of the greatest trainers in history. Lambourn’s
performance was nothing short of remarkable; he dominated the
race, clinching victory by an impressive three and three-quarter
lengths, and was ridden by veteran jockey Wayne Lordan, who
made a stunning return to the racing scene following a period of
recovery from injury.

Lazy Griff, owned by Middleham Park Racing, finished second,



marking the second time this year he has been outpaced by
Lambourn. This duo also found themselves in the same positions
during the Chester Vase last month, which only adds more
weight to their rivalry. Lazy Griff, an outsider at 50-1, was
expertly handled by Christophe Soumillon, who noted that
despite concerns about the track’s ground conditions, the horse
performed admirably. „I felt confident during the race, but I
might have made a tactical mistake,“ Soumillon reflected after
the race, revealing the competitive nature of the event.

Aidan O’Brien: A Legacy of Success

Aidan O’Brien’s remarkable journey as a trainer is well
documented. Since becoming the private trainer at Ballydoyle
Stables in 1996, O’Brien has not only honed his skills but also
continuously raised the bar for excellence in horse racing. As he
added yet another Derby win to his accolades, his horses have
consistently performed at the highest level across various
prestigious races. O’Brien has trained notable stars like Galileo
and Camelot, and his ability to nurture talent is unparalleled.
This recent win marks O’Brien’s third consecutive Derby victory,
following up on his Oaks triumph with Minnie Hauk.

O’Brien’s artistry in training has not come without challenges.
Having faced scrutiny over race-fixing allegations involving
former stable jockey Kieren Fallon, O’Brien’s career has been a
testament to resilience. Nevertheless, his achievements,
including 11 Irish 1,000 Guineas and a world record 26 Group or
Grade 1 winners in a single year, highlight his prowess. Epsom
has become a familiar ground of triumph for him, establishing
him as the most successful Derby trainer in history.

The Competitive Field

As the Derby unfolded, the field was filled with aspirations and
disappointments. Among the 18 horses that entered the
competition, the favorite, Delacroix, disappointed by finishing
ninth, and The Lion In Winter came in 14th. The stakes were



high following the withdrawal of 2,000 Guineas winner Ruling
Court due to concerns over the softened ground conditions, with
plans now turning towards the St James’s Palace Stakes at Royal
Ascot.

Lambourn: Winner of the Derby, trained by Aidan O’Brien
Lazy Griff: Finished second, previously won a Group
Three
Tennessee Stud: Claimed third under Joseph O’Brien’s
watchful eye
Delacroix: The early favorite finished ninth

This year’s Derby also saw a heartwarming moment as Joseph
O’Brien watched from the sidelines, proud of his horse
Tennessee Stud, which finished in third place. The competitive
spirit of horse racing creates such narratives, combining passion
with a touch of personal stories of triumph and disappointment.

For Lazy Griff and trainer Mark Johnston, the path forward
remains open, with potential invitations awaiting in the Irish
Derby or the Grand Prix de Paris. The anticipation of the next
outing is part of what makes horse racing so electric. Market
fluctuations in betting odds caught Johnston by surprise,
revealing layers of unpredictability that characterize this sport.
As fans look ahead, the promise of more thrilling races draws
them on, waiting to see if Lazy Griff can finally gain the upper
hoof against Lambourn.

As the sun sets on another exciting Derby day, one thing is
clear: the world of horse racing continues to enchant with its
blend of skill, strategy, and the ever-present thrill of
competition.

For further details on the Derby results, visit Westmorland
Gazette or read more on Yahoo Sports. To delve deeper into
the life and achievements of Aidan O’Brien, check out this 
Wikipedia page.

https://www.thewestmorlandgazette.co.uk/sport/national/25222546.johnston-can-afford-dream-might-come-lazy-griff/
https://www.thewestmorlandgazette.co.uk/sport/national/25222546.johnston-can-afford-dream-might-come-lazy-griff/
https://sports.yahoo.com/article/lambourn-storms-derby-win-epsom-153102945.html?fr=sycsrp_catchall
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aidan_O%27Brien
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