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Loon Crew Fights Back: Negligence
Lawsuit Takes New Turn in Florida

Broward County article covers the M/Y Loon negligence
lawsuit, crew injuries, and jurisdictional debate following a

2024 incident.

Saint Barthélemy - Natalia Niznik and Klara Holubova, former
crewmembers of the luxury motor yacht M/Y Loon, have made
headlines again as they filed a response to Captain Paul Reid
Clarke’s motion to dismiss their negligence lawsuit. The case
arose from a serious incident on December 21, 2024, when the
tender, Reel Wild, collided with rocks after a luncheon on the
northern coast of Saint Barthélemy. Clarke, who was operating
the vessel, allegedly abandoned the helm, allowing it to travel at
speeds of 48 to 51 mph in darkness before the fateful crash. As
a result, Niznik suffered injuries to her face, leg, and jaw, while
Holubova experienced injuries to her knee, leg, and ear. The
crew’s response argues against Clarke’s motion, citing
substantial evidence that he should be considered a Florida
resident.

Clarke’s legal team attempted to dismiss the lawsuit, claiming a
lack of jurisdiction since he is neither a U.S. citizen nor a Florida
resident, and since the accident took place outside U.S. territory.
However, Niznik and Holubova, represented by Moore &
Company, provided compelling evidence to support their
argument that Clarke was indeed a Florida resident at the time
of the incident. They submitted a screenshot of Clarke’s
Facebook page indicating his Fort Lauderdale residence, various
regulatory documents from Companies House, and numerous
legal documents reiterating his connection to Florida, including a



recent fishing license dated September 14, 2023. They assert
that these records contradict Clarke’s claims and reflect his
intention to reside in Florida.

The Legal Landscape in Play

This case taps into the broader implications of Florida’s
negligence laws. Under Florida law, determining liability hinges
on how a party’s actions or inactions contribute to harm,
influencing both plaintiffs seeking compensation and defendants
attempting to limit liability. Key elements include duty of care,
breach, causation, and damages, all vital in personal injury
claims in Florida. As outlined by Legal Clarity, the standard of
„duty of care,“ for instance, emphasizes the obligation to
exercise reasonable caution to prevent harm, which varies
based on the relationship between parties involved.

Clarke’s case, in particular, raises questions about whether his
speed violations and abandonment of the helm constituted a
breach of this duty of care, potentially leading to the injuries
sustained by Niznik and Holubova.

Understanding the Stakes

The ruling on Clarke’s motion will significantly impact the case’s
direction. In light of the recent changes to Florida’s tort law via
House Bill 837, it’s essential to understand how comparative
negligence plays a role in this instance. The new law shifts the
standard from pure comparative negligence to a modified
system, meaning if a plaintiff is determined to be more than
50% at fault for their own injuries, they cannot recover any
damages. This change, enacted by Governor Ron DeSantis on
March 24, 2023, affects all negligence claims submitted after
that date, challenging the plaintiffs further. Nevertheless, Niznik
and Holubova’s suit was filed prior to these changes, and the
outcome could still depend significantly on the assessment of
fault surrounding the incident.

https://legalclarity.org/florida-negligence-statute-key-legal-principles-and-liability/


In conclusion, as this legal battle unfolds, it underscores the vital
elements of Florida’s negligence laws and the complexities
involved in establishing liability. With evidence of Captain
Clarke’s connections to Florida mounting, will the court find
jurisdiction in favor of Niznik and Holubova? One thing is clear:
the ramifications of this case are poised to resonate beyond the
immediate parties involved.

As developments continue, both the legal community and the
public will be watching closely to see how this case navigates
the shifting landscape of negligence law in Florida, particularly
with the new legislative changes influencing future personal
injury claims.
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