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Panthers&#039; Homecoming: Season
Opener and Stanley Cup Banner Raise!
The Florida Panthers start the 2025-26 NHL season on

October 7, hosting the Blackhawks and raising their second
Stanley Cup banner.

Sunrise, Florida, United States - As fans eagerly anticipate
the return of the NHL, the excitement is building for the Florida
Panthers‘ season opener on October 7. This year, the Amerant
Bank Arena will be the epicenter of the action as the Panthers
host the Chicago Blackhawks in a highly anticipated matchup
that marks the beginning of the 2025-26 NHL season. Notably,
this event will be coupled with the celebratory raising of the
Panthers‘ second Stanley Cup championship banner—a fitting
tribute to their triumphant victory over the Edmonton Oilers for
two consecutive years.

The clash against the Blackhawks will kick off at 5 p.m. ET and is
expected to be part of a thrilling tripleheader on the NHL’s
opening night. Following Florida’s game, fans can look forward
to the New York Rangers taking on the Pittsburgh Penguins at 8
p.m. ET and the Los Angeles Kings facing off against the
Colorado Avalanche at 10:30 p.m. ET on the West Coast. For
those unable to attend the festivities in person, ESPN will be
offering live coverage of the opening night, ensuring no one
misses out on the action Local10 reports.

Exciting Returns and Aspirations

In a twist of fate, former Panthers goaltender Spencer Knight will
return to Sunrise, but this time, he will don the Blackhawks

https://www.local10.com/sports/2025/07/14/florida-panthers-to-open-2025-26-season-on-oct-7/


jersey. Fans will be eager to see how he performs against his old
team, especially after being traded for defenseman Seth Jones.
This matchup is sure to generate plenty of buzz as Knight takes
the ice for the first time in an opposing jersey.

The Panthers are setting their sights high this season as they
aim to become the first team since the New York Islanders
(1980-83) to secure three consecutive Stanley Cups. Under the
esteemed leadership of head coach Paul Maurice, the team has
reached the Stanley Cup Final in every season, showcasing their
unwavering strength and determination. With the 2025-26
season being the last 82-game regular season before an
expansion to 84 games in the following year, the stakes couldn’t
be higher Five Reasons Sports notes.

Looking Ahead

The Panthers‘ quest for another championship begins soon, and
fans can look forward to the full schedule announcement on
Wednesday at 1 p.m. EST. With such a strong team and a
winning momentum, there’s plenty to look forward to this
season. Whether you’re a die-hard fan or new to the sport,
there’s something to be said for the electricity that fills the
arena on game day.

So, mark your calendars and get ready to cheer on the Panthers
as they embark on what promises to be an exhilarating journey
through another NHL season!

Details
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