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Philadelphia Customs Seize $1.5M in
Hidden Ketamine Shipments

Broward County faces rising ketamine smuggling amid
increasing recreational use, prompting health and safety

concerns.

Broward County, Florida, USA - U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) officers at Philadelphia’s airport have made a
significant bust, intercepting five shipments containing a
staggering total of 57 pounds of ketamine hydrochloride. The
estimated street value of this dangerous drug is around $1.5
million. Recently, the spotlight has been on ketamine, a
powerful anesthetic primarily used for animals, which has been
increasingly misused as a recreational drug and even as a tool
for sexual assault. In light of this recent seizure, the realities of
ketamine’s dual nature are becoming ever more clear.

The largest of the seizures took place on June 21, with a parcel
arriving from the Netherlands under the guise of being fishing



rods. However, inside, nearly 28 pounds of ketamine were
cleverly concealed in six plastic buckets. Just a week later, on
June 28, authorities seized four more shipments from Germany,
falsely declared as toys and picture frames, heading to different
addresses in Broward County, Florida. These additional
shipments contained 13 vacuum-sealed bags of ketamine
hidden within the packaging of toy boxes and picture frame
backings. Cleatus P. Hunt, Jr., CBP Area Port Director for
Philadelphia, highlighted the ongoing investigation into these
smuggling attempts and reaffirmed their commitment to
combatting drug trafficking organizations, particularly given the
severe health risks associated with ketamine use.

The Growing Misuse of Ketamine

There’s something to be said for the growing trend of
recreational ketamine use. Originally employed in surgical and
veterinary settings, this drug has gained attention as a potential
therapy for treatment-resistant depression. However, a study
analyzing data from the National Survey on Drug Use and Health
(NSDUH) underscores a worrying trend: there has been an
81.8% rise in past-year recreational use among U.S. adults from
2015 to 2019, along with a 40% increase between 2021 and
2022. What’s even more concerning is how this use is often
intertwined with other substances like MDMA, GHB, and cocaine,
heightening the risks involved.

This trend is particularly alarming among younger adults. Adults
aged 26-34 are 66% more likely to experiment with ketamine
compared to those aged 18-25. Moreover, college graduates
exhibit more than double the likelihood of using ketamine
relative to those with only a high school education. As it
happens, adults with a history of depression were 80% more
prone to use ketamine between 2015 and 2019, though that
connection has weakened in recent years, indicating a broader
demographic shift towards its use.
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Public health experts are increasingly vocal about the need for
education on the risks associated with ketamine, particularly
regarding its intersection with other drugs. Ketamine’s dual
narrative—as both a therapeutic agent and a recreational
drug—presents substantial public health challenges.
Recommendations from experts call for targeted prevention
outreach in colleges and social environments where polydrug
use is common. There’s an urgent need for campaigns that
educate both young adults and the general public on the
dangers of mixing ketamine with other substances.

Research indicates that the rate of nonmedical ketamine use
has been creeping up, peaking at 0.9% in late 2019, while
poison control centers reported increases in exposures related
to ketamine. Notably, there was a surging interest in ketamine
among nightclub and dance festival attendees in New York City,
with rates climbing from 5.9% to 15.3% between 2016 and
2019. Such statistics spotlight the types of environments fueling
this growing recreational usage.

As authorities crack down on smuggling operations and the
recreational landscape of ketamine evolves, it’s crucial for our
communities—especially the younger generation—to engage in
honest conversations about the risks, benefits, and real
implications of ketamine use. Balancing its potential therapeutic
benefits with the realities of misuse will be vital in navigating
the complexities surrounding this powerful substance.

As investigations continue into these recent smuggling
attempts, it’s clear that there’s much work to be done to ensure
public safety and effective education on ketamine use. The
stakes are high, and everyone needs to have a good hand in
addressing this growing issue.

For more details on the recent seizure, visit MyChesco. To
delve into the rising trends of recreational ketamine use, check
out Herdman Health. For a deeper understanding of
nonmedical ketamine use in the U.S., see the findings published

https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/social-issues/crime/philadelphia-cbp-officers-seize-1-5-million-in-ketamine-shipments/
https://www.herdmanhealth.com/2025/01/19/rising-trends-in-recreational-ketamine-use-a-public-health-perspective/


in PMC.
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