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Pompano Beach Considers Bold Move: A
New Police Department?

Pompano Beach is exploring reestablishing its police
department after 26 years with BSO, driven by rising costs

and community concerns.

Pompano Beach, USA - The City of Pompano Beach is stirring
up conversations about law enforcement, as officials explore the
possibility of re-establishing a local police department after
more than two decades under the Broward Sheriff’s Office
(BSO). The proposal comes amid escalating concerns over rising
costs associated with BSO’s services, which have surged from
$53 million in 2022 to an anticipated $72.8 million in 2026. This
financial strain accounts for over half of the city’s annual tax
revenue, prompting residents and city commissioners to re-
evaluate the community’s public safety needs.

Tundra King, a Pompano Beach resident and local business
owner, is among those who back this initiative, recalling



favorable interactions with past city officers. However, the
situation is not without its disagreements. City Commissioner
Rhonda Sigerson-Eaton stands firmly against cutting ties with
BSO, while other commissioners, like Audrey Fesik, have voiced
concerns regarding the state of BSO facilities. Mayor Rex Hardin
acknowledges BSO’s contributions but admits the city needs to
consider both costs and service levels in any potential transition.

Feasibility Study in the Works

The city is set to kick off a feasibility study that will lay the
groundwork for assessing the viability of a Pompano Beach
Police Department. City officials are eyeing the prospect of
hiring a consultant who can thoroughly evaluate the
infrastructure, personnel needs, and overall costs associated
with this endeavor. There’s no rush; discussions on the
feasibility are ongoing, and no concrete decisions have been
made yet. A meeting is slated for Thursday to review consultant
proposals, which will help steer the next steps in this decision-
making process.

Pembroke Park, just a stone’s throw away from Pompano Beach,
provides a recent example of what such a shift may entail. After
breaking away from BSO last year, Pembroke Park has focused
on improving community relations and emergency response but
has faced increased costs tied to establishing its own police
force. The complexity of such a transition looms large, yet
officials are optimistic that a tailored approach could yield more
effective public safety solutions.

Community-First Focus

Turning away from a long-standing relationship with BSO fuels
questions about not just finances, but also community dynamics.
In light of rising crime rates and changing social landscapes,
Pompano Beach might look towards innovative policing
strategies. The FY25 Community Policing Development (CPD)
Microgrants program offers funding opportunities for law



enforcement agencies aiming to enhance community relations
and engage locals in safety initiatives. Categories for potential
funding include projects focused on improving the image of
police, preventing violent crime, and creatively recruiting
officers.

This federal initiative emphasizes projects that address both
community issues and law enforcement needs. It underscores
the importance of fostering partnerships within neighborhoods
and tackling challenges like drug distribution and homelessness
– all of which could be pivotal if Pompano Beach steps forward
with its own police department. The hope is that a localized
approach would not just reallocate resources but also renew
community trust and engagement in public safety.

As discussions unfold, Pompano Beach stands at a crossroads.
Should the city choose to part ways with BSO, stakeholders
stress the key will be ensuring that public safety remains a
collaborative effort with citizens playing an active role. For now,
the path forward remains uncertain as city officials weigh the
pros and cons.

For updates, keep an eye on local meetings and proposals, as
they will shape the narrative of law enforcement in Pompano
Beach. The conversation is just beginning – will the city embrace
change, or might it hold onto the long-standing partnership with
BSO? Time will tell as residents and officials alike continue to
deliberate.

To read more about the ongoing discussions regarding a
potential police department in Pompano Beach, visit CBS News
and Local 10 News. For those interested in community policing
advancements, check out the COPS Microgrants Program.

Details
Ort Pompano Beach, USA

https://www.cbsnews.com/miami/news/pompano-beach-considers-breaking-away-from-bso-to-form-own-police-department/
https://www.local10.com/news/local/2025/06/04/could-pompano-beach-break-up-with-bso-officials-consider-idea/
https://cops.usdoj.gov/cpdmicrogrants
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