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DeSantis to Address  Alligator Alcatraz 
Amid Growing Controversy

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis addresses concerns over
&quot;Alligator Alcatraz,&quot; a migrant detention facility,

at a press conference on June 26, 2025.

777 Glades Rd., Boca Raton, Florida, USA - On Thursday
morning, Florida Governor Ron DeSantis is set to address
pressing issues concerning the state’s latest venture into
immigration enforcement. The press conference will take place
at 10 a.m. at the Owl’s Nest inside the Schmidt Family Complex
for Academic and Athletic Excellence, located at 777 Glades Rd.,
on the Florida Atlantic University campus. This event comes
amid rising concerns related to operations at a controversial
facility, dubbed “Alligator Alcatraz,” located at the Dade-Collier
Training and Transition Airport.

DeSantis is expected to elaborate on the state’s plans to house
migrants in this temporary detention facility, which he insists



has zero negative impact on Everglades restoration efforts. The
Governor has reiterated that the site has been used in the past,
brushing aside concerns raised by environmentalists and local
leaders.

The Controversial “Alligator Alcatraz”

Florida is making strides to construct this detention center,
which is gaining infamy due to its unflattering nickname. CNN
reports that the facility will utilize a long-unused airstrip in the
Everglades, an area well-known for its unique wildlife. With the
intention of housing up to 5,000 detainees by early July, Florida
plans to employ “light infrastructure” such as tents and trailers
to manage the overflow from existing centers.

Florida Attorney General James Uthmeier has dubbed the
operation “efficient” and “low-cost,” noting the natural security
provided by the surrounding environment. Critics, however,
maintain that the rapid construction is occurring with little
regard for potential environmental damage. In fact, Miami-Dade
Mayor Daniella Levine Cava has raised alarms about the
ecological consequences, echoing the worries of the Naples
News, which emphasizes how this facility threatens a fragile
ecosystem that is vital for Florida’s water management.

Environmental Concerns and Community
Resistance

Opposition to the construction is mounting, with environmental
groups like Friends of the Everglades voicing their unease about
the project. They previously fought against development in this
very area back in 1969 due to similar environmental concerns.
The opposition is not limited to activists; local Indigenous
groups, including the Miccosukee Tribe, have also expressed
their discontent regarding the proximity of the facility to sacred
grounds.

https://www.cnn.com/2025/06/24/us/alligator-alcatraz-florida-everglades-migrant-detention-hnk
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/politics/2025/06/25/alligator-alcatraz-florida-immigrant-detention-dangerous-impact-everglades/84348844007/
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/politics/2025/06/25/alligator-alcatraz-florida-immigrant-detention-dangerous-impact-everglades/84348844007/


With construction costs soaring to an estimated $450 million per
year, questions abound regarding the funding sources and long-
term sustainability of this initiative. FEMA’s Shelter and Services
Program has a substantial fund available to back the project,
showing a federal commitment to bolster immigration
enforcement at a time when other states are struggling with
capacity issues.

As Governor DeSantis takes the podium, the intersection of
immigration, environment, and community values will surely
take center stage, offering a dramatic backdrop to one of
Florida’s most contentious issues this year. For those interested,
the event will be streamed live on Local 10 News, promising to
shed further light on the state’s controversial approach to
migration amidst escalating national challenges.
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