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Draisaitl&#039;s Overtime Heroics Tie
Stanley Cup Final for Oilers!

Leon Draisaitl&#039;s record-breaking overtime goal led
the Oilers to a crucial 5-4 victory in Game 4 of the Stanley

Cup Final, leveling the series.

Edmonton, Canada - After a stunning 6-1 loss in Game 3 of the
Stanley Cup Final, the Edmonton Oilers regrouped, showcasing
resilience and determination. Leon Draisaitl and Connor McDavid
put their heads down and got to work, participating in practice
sessions to prepare for Game 4. This dedication paid off when
Draisaitl scored the overtime winner, leading the Oilers to a
thrilling 5-4 victory over the Florida Panthers, leveling the series
at 2-2. According to The New York Times, this victory not only
turned the tide but also set a new NHL record for Draisaitl,
marking his fourth overtime goal of the playoffs.

During the nail-biting overtime, Draisaitl received a pivotal pass
from Vasily Podkolzin while fending off a defender. The puck

https://www.nytimes.com/athletic/6423508/2025/06/13/leon-draisaitl-oilers-stanley-cup-final/


took a fortuitous deflection off Niko Mikkola and zipped past
goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky at 11:18 of overtime. This
landmark goal placed Draisaitl alongside NHL greats John LeClair
and Don Raleigh, who are the only other players to score two
overtime goals in a single Stanley Cup Final, as reported by 
NHL.com.

A Game of Comebacks

The game was nothing short of a roller coaster. The Panthers
soared to a 3-0 lead in the first period, thanks to power play
goals from Matthew Tkachuk and an even-strength goal from
Anton Lundell. With Stuart Skinner pulled for Calvin Pickard early
on, the Oilers found themselves in a desperate situation, out-
shot 17-7 in that opening stretch. However, the Oilers responded
admirably in the second period. Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, Darnell
Nurse, and Vasily Podkolzin all contributed goals, tying the game
at three, as detailed by Bleacher Report.

As the third period wore on, Jake Walman put the Oilers ahead
with just over six minutes remaining, but the Panthers equalized
dramatically with Sam Reinhart’s goal in the waning seconds of
the game. Reinhart’s clutch score nearly broke the record for
the latest game-tying goal in Stanley Cup Final history. Both
teams traded chances in overtime, including a near-miss for
Florida when Carter Verhaeghe struck the crossbar.

Draisaitl’s Impact

With this performance, Draisaitl has not only emerged as a
leader but has also taken a commanding role in the playoffs,
currently leading all players in the Final with an impressive
seven points. Oilers coach Kris Knoblauch praised Draisaitl’s
leadership, emphasizing how essential his ability to perform
under pressure has been for the team’s morale. Teammate
Darnell Nurse echoed this sentiment, noting how Draisaitl has
helped elevate the team’s play during critical moments.

https://www.nhl.com/news/oilers-leon-draisaitl-repeats-ot-heroics-with-record-breaking-goal-to-even-stanley-cup-final
https://bleacherreport.com/articles/25205272-leon-draisaitl-lifts-oilers-ot-win-vs-panthers-fans-hype-epic-stanley-cup-final


As the series heads back to Edmonton for Game 5 on Saturday
at 8 p.m. ET, the Oilers will look to capitalize on their
momentum. Draisaitl’s blend of skill and tenacity will be crucial
as the team aims to take a lead in this closely contested Stanley
Cup Final. There’s no denying the buzz surrounding Draisaitl’s
record-breaking feats, and fans look forward to what he will
bring in the upcoming pivotal match.
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