09. Juli 2025

Florida Panthers&#039; Power Play: Star
Players Sign Huge Extensions!

The Florida Panthers solidify their future by extending
contracts for stars Marchand, Ekblad, and Bennett after
back-to-back championships.
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Florida, USA - The Florida Panthers are setting the hockey
world ablaze with their recent moves, having locked in key
players Brad Marchand, Aaron Ekblad, and Sam Bennett with
impressive contract extensions. This strategic position comes
after their consecutive Stanley Cup victories, showcasing not
just luck but a strong, committed team presence that’s hard to
ignore. Rumors swirl that the Toronto Maple Leafs, stung by
their playoff loss to Florida, are keen to snag players from this
rising powerhouse.

Brad Marchand is now officially a Panther for another six years
after signing a contract worth $31.5 million, averaging $5.25
million annually. Marchand’s performance speaks volumes:



during the just-concluded season, he racked up 51 points in 71
regular-season games and elevated his play during the playoffs
with 20 points over 23 games, including a striking performance
in the Stanley Cup Final. As confirmed by NHL.com, General
Manager Bill Zito hailed Marchand not just for his skill but for
being a critical leader who drove the team to success.

Key Extensions Shape the Future

Sam Bennett is enjoying a lucrative eight-year, $64 million
contract, which reflects the franchise’s belief in his abilities.
Bennett emerged as a star, claiming the Conn Smythe Trophy
with an impressive performance that included 15 goals during
the Panthers* playoff run. As highlighted by ClutchPoints, this
deal also offers financial flexibility moving forward, as it is front-
loaded with no-move clauses that could facilitate future trades.

Meanwhile, Aaron Ekblad has inked an eight-year deal, earning
$48.8 million. His contract, which averages $6.1 million per year,
places him firmly in the Panthers’ future plans. Despite a
challenging year marred by a suspension, Ekblad demonstrated
resilience, contributing 13 points in 19 playoff games. This
investment in Ekblad strengthens the Panthers‘ defensive line,
something that cannot be underestimated in the quest for
continued success.

A Road Ahead with Challenges

While things are looking good for the Panthers, they face
obstacles too. Their salary cap space, which stands at around
$11 million after signing Bennett, raises questions about their
ability to retain other financial commitments, especially with
pending restricted free agents that include Mackie Samoskevich
and Daniil Varasov. As reported by Bola VIP, the team could
see roster changes if they can’t manage their cap effectively,
with Evan Rodrigues possibly on the block. The interest from
teams like the Maple Leafs, Red Wings, and Blackhawks reflects
the shifting dynamics as the Panthers carve their niche in the
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league.

With experts like former NHL defenseman Keith Yandle voicing
concerns about the Panthers* future dominance, it’s clear that
the stakes are high. The combination of a no-income tax
environment and a winning culture makes Florida an attractive
destination for players. But amid the excitement, the question
remains: can the organization continue to balance their
successful roster while maneuvering through salary cap
challenges?

As the Panthers gear up for another season with high hopes and
renewed contracts, their recent successes indeed make them a
team to watch closely in the coming years.
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