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Florida Panthers Seal Ekblad&#039;s
Future with Exciting New Contract!

Florida Panthers&#039; Aaron Ekblad signs an eight-year
extension, securing his future in Florida as the team

retains its core.

Sunrise, Florida, USA - The Florida Panthers have made
headlines with a significant announcement that impacts the
future of their roster. Today, July 1, 2025, defenseman Aaron
Ekblad has officially penned a new eight-year contract with the
team, valued at $48.8 million. With an average annual value of
$6.1 million, this deal is seen as a bargain for the franchise,
especially given Ekblad’s status as a vital player and back-to-
back Stanley Cup champion with the Panthers. He has expressed
his delight at extending his stay in Florida, a place he proudly
calls home, emphasizing his commitment to the team he has
represented since his debut as the No. 1 overall pick in 2014.

Ekblad’s accomplishments with the Panthers are notable; he is



the franchise leader among defensemen in goals (118), assists
(262), points (380), and games played (732). Winning the Calder
Trophy in his rookie season, he has proven to be a cornerstone
of the team, capable of playing in all situations while logging
significant minutes on the ice. His consistent performance is
highlighted by a remarkable cumulative plus-96 rating in even-
strength play, indicating his impactful presence during games.
General Manager Bill Zito is certainly making strategic moves,
having retained most key players from the recent championship-
winning squad.

Future Moves and Contract Negotiations

As the Panthers prepare for the season ahead, there are
whispers about ongoing contract discussions with forward
Tomas Nosek. Nosek wrapped up last season with 9 points (1
goal, 8 assists) during the regular season and took his game up
a notch in the playoffs. Head coach Paul Maurice praised him for
his contributions, particularly highlighting the performances
from the fourth line in the Stanley Cup Finals. Given that Nosek’s
previous salary was $775,000, it’s expected that he might
command a higher figure in his new deal.

In addition to Ekblad, the Panthers recently secured Sam
Bennett with a stunning eight-year, $64 million contract,
marking him as the team’s all-time highest postseason
goalscorer. Meanwhile, fans can breathe a sigh of relief as a deal
with Brad Marchand has been reached, ensuring his continued
presence on the Panthers’ offensive front. However, with these
upgrades, concerns have arisen regarding the team’s salary cap
space following several lucrative contracts for their star players.

Panthers Roster Highlights

This latest flurry of activity demonstrates the Panthers‘ ambition
to keep their championship team intact. Here’s a quick look at
some of the current high-profile contracts:



Player Position Contract Average
Annual Value

Aleksander
Barkov

C 8 years,
$80,000,000

$10,000,000

Seth Jones D 8 years,
$76,000,000

$9,500,000

Matthew
Tkachuk

LW 8 years,
$76,000,000

$9,500,000

Sam Bennett C 8 years,
$64,000,000

$8,000,000

Aaron Ekblad D 8 years,
$48,800,000

$6,100,000

Brad Marchand LW 6 years,
$31,500,000

$5,250,000

With such a roster of talented players, fans can remain hopeful
that the Panthers will continue to build on their recent success.
As the contracts roll in and negotiations heat up, one thing is
clear: the Florida Panthers are committed to maintaining their
edge in a competitive league. For further details on the latest
contracts and negotiations, Essentially Sports has you
covered, and The New York Times provides an in-depth look
at Ekblad’s extension, while comprehensive contract details can
be found at Spotrac.
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