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May Jobs Report: U.S. Adds 139,000 Jobs
Amid Mixed Signals

Explore the latest jobs report from June 6, 2025, detailing
job growth, unemployment rates, and economic trends in

the U.S.

Sunrise, USA - American employers added 139,000 jobs in
May, exceeding the median forecast of 125,000. This increase
hints at a steady pulse in the labor market, which has been
fluctuating between an unemployment rate of 4% and 4.2% for
the past year. Interestingly, this steady rate of 4.2% has been
maintained for the third consecutive month, showcasing a
consistent employment landscape despite some underlying
uncertainties. However, the Labor Department revised job
additions for previous months, reflecting a less rosy
picture—downward adjustments totalled 95,000 jobs across
March and April, as reported by KRGCTV.

A closer look reveals that April’s job additions dropped from

https://krcgtv.com/news/nation-world/jobs-report-beats-forecast-but-previous-months-werent-as-strong-as-originally-thought


177,000 to 147,000 after revisions, raising questions about the
sustainability of the current job growth. Over the last 12 months,
the economy added about 1.73 million jobs, a figure described
as „moderate“ and less impressive compared to previous years,
particularly pre-pandemic. Labor economist Aaron Sojourner
cautioned that while job growth is stable at the moment, there
could be potential declines ahead if employer confidence falters.

Current Labor Market Insights

The hiring scene, while fortified for those already in positions,
presents a tougher mountain for job seekers. Employers are
displaying hesitance in both hiring and firing, primarily driven by
economic uncertainty. The average hourly wage did see a year-
over-year bump of 3.9%, with inflation slightly resting above 2%.
Nonetheless, full-time hours remain below pre-pandemic levels,
and for May, the average workweek hung steady at 34.3 hours,
reported Forbes.

Much of the job growth this month came from the healthcare
and food services sectors. However, the federal government saw
a decrease, shedding 22,000 positions, echoing a gradual trend
where federal employment has fallen by 26,000 since January.
Despite these numbers, a separate ADP report warned that
private sector job growth had reached the weakest point in over
two years, maintaining attention on the employment-to-
population ratio and labor force participation, which both
showed a decrease.

Future Trends and Economic Outlook

The outlook for unemployment continues to hover around a
potential peak of 4.8% in the coming year, the highest since
August 2021, if forecasts prove accurate. Economists are keenly
observing the labor market’s response to supply and demand
shocks, as indicated by EPI. This trend, coupled with revisions
showing 81,000 jobs less added over the last three months than
previously thought, displays that the labor market’s recovery is

https://www.forbes.com/sites/dereksaul/2025/06/06/may-jobs-report-reveals-further-labor-market-stability/
https://www.epi.org/indicators/unemployment/


not as robust as it may seem.

For those at the heart of the job market, working-age individuals
have largely remained secure, with job security climbing to near-
record highs and a firing rate registered at 1.1% in April.
However, hiring during this time fluctuated at 3.5%, the lowest
seen in a decade, underscoring that while the current job
landscape may suit those already employed, it doesn’t extend
the same courtesy to job seekers.

In summary, while positive job growth figures provide a sense of
stability, significant caution is warranted as underlying issues
persist. The road ahead for both employers and those seeking
jobs looks complex, and it’s a matter of waiting to see how the
ebb and flow of economic forces shape the labor market in the
coming months.
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