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Oilers Edge Panthers in Thrilling OT Win:
Game 1 Recap

The Edmonton Oilers edged the Florida Panthers 4-3 in OT,
marking a thrilling Stanley Cup Final opener on June 5,

2025.

Sunrise, Florida, USA - The Stanley Cup Final couldn’t have
started off with more excitement as the Edmonton Oilers edged
out the Florida Panthers 4-3 in a thrilling overtime showdown. It
was a game that had all the ups and downs any ice hockey fan
could wish for. Leon Draisaitl, who has definitely had his scoring
boots on, netted the decisive goal just moments into the
overtime period, steeling the win for Edmonton.

To kick things off in Game 1, Draisaitl struck fast, finding the
back of the net a mere 66 seconds into the match, marking the
quickest goal scored to start a Stanley Cup Final since 1976. The
Panthers, however, responded with their own momentum,
bringing the score to 3-1 early in the second period, bolstered by



two goals from Sam Bennett. But as we all know, in hockey, a
lead can evaporate quicker than a scoop of gelato on a hot day,
and the Oilers managed to claw back, tying it up thanks to a
goal from Mattias Ekholm, assisted by none other than Connor
McDavid.

The Fight for the Cup

As the series unfolds, Game 2 is set to take place in Edmonton
on Friday, with Game 3 heading to Florida on Monday. The
Panthers are striving for back-to-back championships, making
this their third straight appearance in the Stanley Cup Final.
Despite their strong playoff record, the loss in Game 1 marked
their first defeat under coach Paul Maurice when they were
leading at either intermission.

The stakes are sky-high for Edmonton’s captain Connor
McDavid, who is eager to capture his first Stanley Cup title this
season. Historically, the odds look favorably upon the Oilers
after winning Game 1; home teams boast a winning percentage
of 76.5% when they triumph in the opening game of the series.
In fact, among the last 80 teams to win Game 1, 65 went on to
secure the championship.

The thrilling nature of the game was accentuated by Draisaitl’s
record-tying third overtime goal of this playoff season, equaling
the achievements of Corey Perry in 2017 and Matthew Tkachuk
in 2023. This victory was the 98th Cup Final game decided in
overtime, evoking memories of past confrontations between
these two franchises.

Stats and Records

Looking deeper into the numbers, it’s clear both teams have
fought valiantly to earn their spots. The Oilers wrapped up their
regular season with a record of 49 wins and 27 losses, while the
Panthers had a slightly better outing with 52 wins against 24
losses. The offensive fireworks continued with the Oilers scoring



292 goals (fourth in the league) compared to the Panthers’ 265
(11th).

On the defensive side, the Panthers stood out, allowing just 198
goals against them throughout the season, showcasing their
formidable defensive play that has been key to their playoff
success. Goalies have been pivotal as well; for the Oilers, Stuart
Skinner had moments of brilliance despite a rough start, while
Florida’s Sergei Bobrovsky continues to be a crucial component
for his team.

As the series continues, the excitement is palpable. With
Edmonton and Florida separated by a whopping 2,543
miles—the longest distance in NHL history for finalists—we can’t
help but wonder how this battle of wills will unfold. Will the
Panthers rebound and even the score in Game 2, or will the
Oilers gain steam and push towards what they hope will be a
long-desired championship? Only time will tell!

For more insights, check out the complete analysis on Morning
Sun, the live updates from CBS Sports, and historical data on 
Hockey Reference.
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