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Oilers Face Critical Summer: Will
McDavid Stay or Go?

The Edmonton Oilers face pivotal decisions this summer,
including Connor McDavid&#039;s contract as they aim for

a Stanley Cup comeback.

Edmonton, Canada - The Edmonton Oilers find themselves at a
crucial juncture as the team navigates the aftermath of another
Stanley Cup Final loss, this time to the Florida Panthers. With the
championship series wrapping up on June 17, 2025, forward
Connor McDavid is now gearing up for a pivotal summer. He is in
the last year of his contract, and while his focus is squarely on
winning, questions linger regarding the strategic direction that
General Manager Stan Bowman will take in reshaping the roster.
Will he make only minor tweaks, or will he go for major trades?
The anticipation is palpable among fans and analysts alike.

After their defeat, McDavid’s reaction reflected frustration and
disappointment. He expressed a desire to improve as he finished



the regular season with 100 points—down by his standards but
still impressive. However, he co-led the NHL playoffs with 33
points, showcasing his undeniable skill under pressure. As
discussions about his future intensify, the captain’s potential
contract extension is a hot topic that could impact the franchise
significantly. Edmonton Journal reports that McDavid’s agent,
Judd Moldaver, has a history of negotiating shorter deals,
suggesting a possible four to five-year contract rather than a
long-term commitment. Rumors are swirling that he might seek
a higher cap hit, allowing him to reclaim his title as the highest-
paid player in the league.

Looking Ahead: Team Dynamics and
Potential Moves

The Oilers have been active in the off-season, having added five
players through the NHL draft and signed agreements with Trent
Frederic, Matt Copponi, Rhett Pitlick, and Rem Pitlick. Frederic’s
eight-year, $3.85 million contract is a significant investment,
indicating the franchise’s commitment to building a competitive
team. Meanwhile, the question of how to maximize McDavid’s
output continues to weigh heavily on Bowman’s shoulders.

Further complicating matters are two potential targets:
Vancouver Canucks players Brock Boeser, who is approaching
free agency, and Thatcher Demko, whose contract negotiations
have been tricky. Both players could significantly enhance the
Oilers‘ roster, but their addition would require smart
maneuvering within the salary cap structure.

As reported by Oilers Daily, insiders suggest that the likelihood
of retaining McDavid is high, but the terms of the extension are
highly uncertain. With McDavid eligible for an extension starting
July 1, the management faces an immediate challenge. While
there might be a 99% chance that he stays, Bowman’s decisions
in the coming weeks will heavily influence McDavid’s long-term
views about staying in Edmonton.

https://edmontonjournal.com/sports/hockey/nhl/cult-of-hockey/edmonton-oilers-gm-faces-a-summer-that-could-be-franchise-defining-9-things-mcdavid-bowman-boeser-demko
https://www.oilersdaily.com/nhl-team/edmonton-oilers/oilers-insider-sheds-new-light-on-details-of-connor-mcdavid-next-contract


A Team in Transition

The loss in the Finals has sparked reflection not just among
players but also within the management and fanbase. The Oilers
are teetering on the edge of contention, and the narrative of
their next season hinges on wise roster decisions. McDavid’s
recent comments about needing to see a clear window for
success before committing indicate that this won’t just be a
passive summer for the Oilers.

As the team focuses on retaining its stars, it must also look at its
core players, including defenceman Evan Bouchard, who, as a
restricted free agent, is also in line for a generous increase. The
synergy of McDavid, Bouchard, and Frederic will be crucial
moving forward.

As July 1 approaches, all eyes will be on both Bowman’s moves
and McDavid’s decisions. The choices made in the upcoming
weeks could either solidify the Oilers‘ footing as serious Cup
contenders or send them into another cycle of uncertainty. As
the countdown begins, fans are left hopeful that the Oilers will
strike the right balance and bring the coveted trophy to
Edmonton, finally putting an end to a long wait.
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