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South Florida Joins Nationwide “No
Kings” Protests Against Trump

Thousands gathered across South Florida on June 14, 2025,
for &quot;No Kings&quot; protests against Trump,
emphasizing free speech and community rights.

Fort Lauderdale, Florida, USA - On June 14, 2025, thousands
of demonstrators took to the streets across South Florida to
participate in the nationwide “No Kings” protests, a movement
in opposition to President Donald Trump and what many see as
threats to democracy. Events unfolded in Fort Lauderdale,
Miami, and Miami Beach, where participants gathered to express
their viewpoints peacefully and emphatically. In Fort Lauderdale
alone, crowds swelled to over 2,000, filling the sidewalks near
A1A and Sunrise Boulevard. Protesters waved signs, chanted
slogans, and marched along the scenic beachside, embodying a
spirit of solidarity.

According to Local 10, the protests coincided with a military

https://www.local10.com/news/local/2025/06/14/no-kings-protests-kick-off-across-south-florida-in-anti-trump-demonstrations/


parade organized by Trump supporters in Washington, D.C. This
juxtaposition of events heightened tensions and showcased the
divide within the nation. Jennifer Jones, one of the organizers of
the Fort Lauderdale protest, emphasized that the event aimed to
defend marginalized community members, specifically targeting
issues faced by immigrants and working families.

The Heart of the Matter: Free Speech

The issue of free speech has become increasingly significant in
American politics, as noted by CNN. The First Amendment,
which champions the right to express dissent, has drawn
particular scrutiny during Trump’s administration. While the
president has often claimed he wishes to „bring back free
speech to America,“ his actions have raised alarms about the
suppression of certain types of speech. Nora Benavidez from
Free Press articulated that Trump’s measures represent a
dangerous escalation against free speech, particularly as many
protests, including these anti-Trump demonstrations, are
expected across all 50 states.

Raquel Pacheco, who coordinated the Miami protest, highlighted
the importance of peaceful demonstration, reassuring
participants that they would actively denounce any attempts to
incite violence during the events. Miami’s Torch of Friendship
was transformed into a vibrant venue for expressing dissent, as
local officials encouraged all participants to engage respectfully
and within the bounds of the law. Law enforcement maintained
a presence at all locations, with Fort Lauderdale police advising
against any form of aggression.

As protests erupted across various locations, they sparked
broader concerns about press freedom in the face of escalating
tensions. In a climate where journalists have been hindered from
covering events freely, the rules governing their presence have
recently been tightening. A new law allows journalists access
behind police lines during emergencies and ensures that police
cannot interfere with newsgathering operations, yet tensions

https://www.cnn.com/2025/06/14/media/no-kings-protests-trump-free-speech-first-amendment-rights


persist. According to KQED, there have been increasing
difficulties distinguishing between journalists and protesters,
complicating the environment for those reporting the news.

Keeping the Peace

While some protests have descended into chaos in different
parts of the country, organizers in South Florida are currently
reporting a peaceful atmosphere. They expect the
demonstrations to continue into the evening, with no arrests
reported. However, the recent history of protest-related violence
in places like Los Angeles remains a concern for many,
especially given its potential ripple effects nationwide. The
safety advisory from Princeton University’s Bridging Divides
Initiative warned of possible tensions influencing future protests,
signaling the sensitive landscape navigated by both
demonstrators and law enforcement alike.

All these factors illustrate a critical moment where the right to
protest and express dissent is likely to face ongoing scrutiny.
Amidst the heated political climate, citizens are encouraged to
raise their voices while respecting the rights of others. Whether
it’s in Fort Lauderdale or Miami, the call for a fair and open
democratic process remains louder than ever.
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