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Stanley Cup Final: Draisaitl Prepares for
Epic Game 3 Showdown!

Edmonton Oilers and Florida Panthers face off in Game 3 of
the Stanley Cup Final in Sunrise, Florida, amid tight

competition.

Sunrise, Florida, USA - The Stanley Cup Final is heating up as
the Edmonton Oilers and Florida Panthers find themselves tied
at one game apiece after a thrilling start to the series. With the
teams recently arriving in sunny South Florida following a long
journey of nearly 5,000 kilometers – a trip that takes up to
twelve hours – anticipation is building ahead of Game 3
scheduled for Monday evening in Sunrise. Players are preparing
for a battle under the warm Florida sun, where temperatures
hover around 30 degrees Celsius.

In a remarkable display of skill and grit, both games thus far
have been decided in overtime. Leon Draisaitl delivered a
breathtaking performance in Game 1, scoring just 66 seconds
into the match – the fastest goal to kick off a Stanley Cup Final
since 1976. This early lead was met with fierce competition as
the Panthers quickly retaliated, netting three consecutive goals.
The Oilers rallied back, tying it up with a late goal, before
Draisaitl clinched the game with a power play goal in overtime,
securing a 4-3 victory for Edmonton (CBS Sports).

Oilers and Panthers Showcase Overtime
Drama

The drama continued into Game 2, where the Panthers seized
victory with a score of 5-4, driven by a strong offensive showing

https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/oilers-vs-panthers-score-edmonton-wins-game-1-of-stanley-cup-final-as-leon-draisaitls-ot-goal-stuns-florida/live/


from players like Brad Marchand and Sam Bennett. Draisaitl,
reflecting on the series ahead of Game 3, stated, “Nobody
thought this would be easy.” He acknowledged the strength of
the Panthers and the intensity of the competition, highlighting
how the games have consistently been a nail-biter, with over
99% of the time spent either tied or with a single-goal lead
(Eishockey News).

Interestingly, this series marks only the sixth time in Stanley
Cup Final history that the first two games have both been
decided in overtime. It brings to mind the remarkable pace of
play observed throughout the playoffs, particularly the high-
pressure situations reminiscent of the legendary performances
from past champions. In fact, teams that win Game 1 of the
Stanley Cup Final have historically captured the Cup 76.5% of
the time, making Edmonton’s win even more crucial in the
context of the series (The Hockey Writers).

Injury Concerns and Key Players

As the Oilers prepare for the next chapter in this gripping series,
they face possible challenges with key player Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins‘ availability still in question. With five goals and an
admirable 13 assists during the playoffs, his presence is vital for
the Oilers‘ chances. A decision on his participation will be made
just before Game 3 starts, which undoubtedly has fans on the
edge of their seats.

With this series shaping up to be one for the ages, both
Edmonton and Florida fans are primed for what lies ahead. The
back-and-forth nature of these first two games exemplifies the
excitement and unpredictability that the Stanley Cup Final
brings each year. As both teams continue to battle it out, there’s
no telling how many more overtimes might come into play. It’s
bound to be a riveting affair as the Oceanic atmosphere in
Sunrise provides the perfect setting for hockey’s pinnacle
moment.

https://www.eishockeynews.de/aktuell/artikel/2025/06/08/leon-draisaitl-vor-spiel-3-in-sunrise-niemand-hat-gedacht-dass-das-einfach-wird/fc12eb20-f6f8-412e-9939-9d13786cbada.html
https://thehockeywriters.com/stanley-cup-playoffs-overtime-games/
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