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Surge in Threats Against School
Officials: A Crisis of Confidence

Explore the surge in threats against Broward County school
officials since COVID-19, fueled by political tensions and
misinformation.

NACHRICHTEN AG

Broward County, Florida, USA - In recent years, threats
against school officials have surged, painting a troubling picture
of the contemporary educational landscape. Sarah Leonardi,
who began her term on the Broward County School Board during
the tumultuous COVID-19 pandemic, is among those who have
faced escalating hostility since taking office. From defiance
against mask mandates to navigating heated debates
surrounding LGBTQ+ issues, Leonardi’s experiences serve as a
striking reflection of the national trends in educational
governance. According to AZPM, a study from Princeton
University’s Bridging Divides Initiative has revealed that threats
against school officials rose by a staggering 170% from
November 2022 to April 2023 compared to two years prior.


https://news.azpm.org/p/news-articles/2025/7/12/225538-since-covid-threats-to-local-school-officials-have-nearly-tripled-research-finds/

These threats often accompany fierce national debates on
diversity and inclusion. Leonardi herself faced specific and
violent threats from parents frustrated by masking policies, and
her involvement in a field trip to a gay-owned bar and grill in fall
2021 only intensified the backlash. The hostility directed at
school board officials, noted in the Princeton study, is not limited
to one demographic—it’s affecting school leaders across the
political spectrum.

Increasing Hostility in School Governance

The climate of intimidation is so severe that many officials
report feeling unsafe in their roles. Increasingly, school board
meetings have transformed into battlegrounds fueled by
misinformation and extreme political views. A troubling study by
the National Education Association (NEA) emphasizes the
vulnerabilities faced by educators; it notes that eight out of ten
educators have experienced violence or abuse at some point,
primarily at the hands of students and occasionally from
parents. The challenges intensified during the COVID-19
pandemic, which created an environment of heightened stress
and conflict.

According to District Administration, hostility against school
officials further escalated after the 2024 re-election of former
President Trump. His administration’s efforts to restrict diversity
and equity initiatives negatively impacted local school
environments. As a result, the report highlights a pressing need
for proactive measures, such as tailored safety training and
enhanced law enforcement collaboration, to help school officials
navigate this hostile climate.

The Role of Misinformation

Misinformation, especially spread through social media, plays a
significant role in fostering hostility towards school officials. An
example of this is the absurd claims about students dressing as
cats that circulated online. Such narratives, fueled by conspiracy


https://districtadministration.com/article/threats-against-school-officials-are-soaring-heres-how-to-respond/

theories, further exacerbate tensions, making it increasingly
difficult for school leaders to perform their duties effectively.

The NEA President, Becky Pringle, has publicly called for federal
support to protect educators. During a recent interview, she
cited the urgent need for social media companies to take
responsibility for the discourse on their platforms. Pringle
emphasized that while social media has the potential to unite
communities, it must be used responsibly to prevent further
violence against educators and school board members. In
response to dangerous trends, she has advocated for legislation
that would strip liability protections from platforms that
intentionally promote harmful content.

Despite the alarming nature of these attacks, Leonardi intends
to continue her service and run for re-election, motivated by her
belief that her role can create meaningful change in the
community. As she and her colleagues navigate these
unprecedented challenges, it’s clear that the landscape of public
education has been indelibly altered, demanding agility,
resilience, and a fresh approach to safety and governance in
schools.
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