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Remembering Jake Jacobus: A Santa
Barbara Legend&#039;s Last Journey

John &quot;Jake&quot; Jacobus, 68, of Tamarac, Florida,
passed away on May 25, 2025; a talented musician and

architect remembered fondly.

Tamarac, Florida, USA - John Raymond Jacobus, affectionately
known as Jake, left this world on May 25, 2025, in Santa Barbara
at the age of 68. Born on October 26, 1956, in East Orange, New
Jersey, Jake was a vibrant soul known for his passions in music,
architecture, and travel, making a mark in every sphere he
ventured into. His mother, Constance Jacobus, currently residing
in Tamarac, Florida, and his sister, Diane Tassinaro, along with
nieces Jennifer Stieber (Douglas) and Kimberly Mertz (Patrick),
are among those who survive him. Tragically, Jake was
predeceased by his father, John Jacobus, and brother-in-law,
James Tassinaro.

Throughout his life, Jake was a dedicated multi-instrumentalist,



adept at the clarinet, saxophone, drums, and more. His
dedication to music was complemented by a deep love for
architecture, which he pursued passionately after earning a BS
in construction management and an MS in urban and regional
planning. His professional life included working as an architect,
where he focused on historical planning for the city of Santa
Barbara. Jake’s rich journey took him from Florida and Texas to
California, where he spent the last 24 years of his life.

A Life of Service

Jake proudly served in the U.S. Navy, specifically on the USS
Bainbridge, and had experience on a submarine. The importance
of service in the Navy is reflected in historical records
maintained by the Department of the Navy since its
establishment in 1942. According to the National Archives, the
Bureau of Naval Personnel oversees a wealth of information
about Navy service members from as early as 1798 to 1991,
including correspondence, service records, and personnel
matters. This depth of history also showcases the paths of many
servicemen and women like Jake who dedicated their lives to
their country archives.gov.

For those looking to research specific Navy personnel,
comprehensive guides are available through the Navy History
and Heritage Command. It’s generally easier to track
information about officers, with various resources such as officer
registers and biographical documents providing a glimpse into
their service, rank, and assignments over the years 
history.navy.mil. One can easily request official service and
medical records to reflect more on the lifetimes and legacies of
individuals who served.

A Lasting Legacy

While Jake had to retire early due to health concerns, he
remained an active figure in his beloved passions. He infused his
love for music into his life in Santa Barbara, sharing it with

https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/024.html
https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/research-guides/navy-personnel-a-research-guide.html


family and friends. His contributions to architecture left a lasting
impression in the region, tying together historical contexts to
modern living. There’s something to be said for balancing
professional dedication with personal passions, and Jake
certainly had a good hand at it.

No public funeral or memorial services will be held for Jake;
instead, a private gathering for immediate family will take place.
Family asks that donations in his name be made to the Santa
Barbara Trust for Historical Preservation, ensuring that Jake’s
spirit continues to support the preservation of history he
cherished throughout his life.

The memory of John Raymond Jacobus serves as a reminder of
how one individual’s varied interests can intersect to create a
fuller, richer life, woven through music, service, architecture,
and familial bonds.
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