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Tragic Airbnb Shooting: Young Woman
Killed in Fort Lauderdale Chaos

Larry Smith, 19, charged with second-degree murder after
fatal Airbnb shooting of 19-year-old Myrah Zeigler in Fort
Lauderdale.

900 Southwest 16th Street, Fort Lauderdale, FL, USA -
The heart-wrenching tragedy that unfolded in Fort Lauderdale
on May 19 took a dark turn when a young life was cut short in
what should have been a night of celebration. Nineteen-year-old
Myrah Zeigler, hailing from Fort Pierce, was shot during a
chaotic scene at an Airbnb, leading to the arrest of Larry Smith,
also 19, who faces charges of second-degree murder with a
firearm. The incident paints a troubling picture of the growing
concerns around firearm violence in social settings.

According to NBC Miami, the altercation escalated quickly in
the River Oaks neighborhood, with witnesses describing a night
filled with screams and chaos. Around 4:30 a.m., a fight broke


https://www.nbcmiami.com/news/local/man-charged-with-2nd-degree-murder-after-woman-shot-at-at-airbnb-in-fort-lauderdale/3652549/

out at the property, hosting a gathering of about a dozen young
adults. This culminated in Smith pulling out a handgun and
fatally shooting Zeigler. Neighbors reported hearing a
cacophony of terrifying sounds—screaming, crying, and the
ominous breaking of glass—before the gunfire erupted.

The Scene of Tragedy

Witness Ismael, who was staying at a nearby Airbnb, recounted
the horror of that night. He shared that chaos reigned before the
gunshots were fired, with feelings of dread hanging heavy in the
air. As the situation deteriorated, he texted the Airbnb manager,
warning them that he was calling 911. “I heard threats of gun
violence,” he said, capturing the panic felt by those nearby,
including his daughter. Despite the immediate medical efforts
performed on Zeigler, she succumbed to her injuries at Broward
Health Medical Center, where she was rushed after being found
lying in the roadway.

The incident has left local residents in shock. They expressed
disbelief that such violence could erupt in their usually quiet
neighborhood. The community is now grappling with the
aftermath of this tragic event, which has drawn the attention of
Fort Lauderdale police, who are actively investigating and
seeking additional eyewitness accounts. Anyone with
information is encouraged to reach out to the investigators or
Broward Crime Stoppers.

Rising Concerns of Firearm Violence

As this tragic shooting highlights, incidents of firearm violence
are a pressing issue across the United States. A report from the
Bureau of Justice Statistics examines trends and patterns in such
violence from 1993 to 2023, shedding light on various factors
including the relationship between victims and offenders, as well
as the locations where such incidents happen. With social
gatherings often turning volatile, the report indicates that
understanding these dynamics is essential for developing



preventative measures to curb gun violence in our communities.
Such incidents bring to light the pressing need for better safety
protocols in rental properties like Airbnb, where disruptive
parties can escalate into something far more dangerous.

In response to this alarming situation, an Airbnb spokesperson
has noted that the listing involved in this shooting has been
temporarily suspended during the investigation, underlining the
platform’s commitment to maintaining safety standards and
preventing similar occurrences in the future.

As investigations continue and the community reflects on the
impact of this tragic event, it is a stark reminder that vigilance
and awareness are crucial for ensuring that celebrations remain
joyful rather than turn into scenes of horror—reinforcing the age-
old truth that sometimes it’s the safest places that can hide the
most danger. In the words of local residents, there’s something
to be said for the importance of community vigilance amidst
rising concerns of firearm violence.
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