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Bunnell&#039;s Bold Plan: 8,000 New
Homes Spark Controversy Tonight!
Bunnell City Commission to discuss a controversial

2,800-acre development on June 9, amidst local concerns
over drug arrests.

Bunnell, Florida, USA - In a dramatic turn of events, Leonard
Fries Jr., the owner of Lenny’s Pizza, was arrested on drug
charges following a SWAT team raid at his Flagler County home.
The arrest raised eyebrows and questions in the community,
particularly as locals grapple with ongoing issues related to drug
use and its effects on the neighborhood.

As Bunnell’s local leaders prepare for their upcoming city
commission meeting on June 9, 2025, at 7 p.m., a separate but
equally significant matter looms on the horizon. The commission
is set to discuss the proposed 2,800-acre development known as
the Reserve at Haw Creek. According to News-Journal Online,
this ambitious project aims to add between 6,000 and 8,000 new

https://www.news-journalonline.com/story/news/local/flagler/2025/06/08/bunnell-city-commission-discussing-reserve-at-haw-creek-monday-night/84101324007/


homes to Bunnell, which, based on the 2020 census, had a
population of only 3,276. Such an increase would undoubtedly
transform the town into a bustling suburb, but it has not come
without controversy.

Development Plans Under Study

At the meeting, two crucial items will be up for discussion.
Firstly, the city commissioners will consider granting approval to
rezone the area into a „Planned Unit Development District.“
While city staff recommends moving forward, the planning and
zoning board suggests capping the development at 5,500 homes
due to concerns over the scale and its implications. Additionally,
city officials are advocating for a development agreement,
claiming it aligns with Bunnell’s 2035 Comprehensive Plan.

The Reserve at Haw Creek is designed to be a mixed-use
community. This would include not only residential properties
but also commercial spaces, light industrial areas, and essential
community services like parks and emergency support. These
ambitious plans reflect a growing trend in urban planning, where
mixed developments are seen as a panacea for fostering
vibrant, sustainable communities.

Housing types are varied, ranging from affordable and
market-rate single-family homes to townhomes, garden
homes, and condominiums.
A village center is also part of the proposal, promising
neighborhood services, retail options, and public
amenities.

However, not everyone is on board. Local neighbors, particularly
residents like Cheryl Trujillo, have voiced their apprehensions
about the anticipated traffic and strain on existing infrastructure
the new housing would bring. While a traffic study has been
completed, it strangely wasn’t included in the meeting
materials, leaving many with unanswered questions.



Broader Context of Drug Issues

The rising concerns about community development marry with
broader issues regarding drug-related charges that are
impacting regions across the United States. A study mentioned
by PubMed reveals critical insights into the correlation between
precarious economic conditions, such as unemployment and
lack of health insurance, and increases in drug-related arrests.
Specifically, data indicates that a 1% rise in unemployment can
lead to a 3.27% uptick in drug-related charges per 1,000 adults
annually.

As the city contemplates an influx of new residents, it’s worth
pondering how socioeconomic factors and the legacy of the war
on drugs will influence Bunnell’s future. A separate analysis
discussed in PMC highlights that social determinants of health
are at the core of many urban challenges. It emphasizes that
punitive approaches to drug issues often hinder the necessary
support systems that communities need to thrive.

In light of these developments, Bunnell stands at a crossroads.
Will the city embrace growth while addressing the nuanced
challenges of its residents‘ health and safety? Only time will tell,
as the community prepares for the upcoming commission
meeting and the debates it will bring.

Details
Ort Bunnell, Florida, USA
Quellen www.news-journalonline.com

pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov
pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov

Besuchen Sie uns auf: mein-wien.net

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40120811/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9302017/
https://www.news-journalonline.com/story/news/local/flagler/2025/06/08/bunnell-city-commission-discussing-reserve-at-haw-creek-monday-night/84101324007/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40120811/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9302017/
https://mein-wien.net
http://www.tcpdf.org

