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Florida Cracks Down: 20,000 Illegal
Hemp Packages Seized in Major Sweep!

Discover how Florida&#039;s &quot;Operation Safe
Summer&quot; seized over 20,000 illegal hemp packages

in Flagler County, ensuring child safety.

Flagler County, Florida - In recent weeks, the Florida
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS) has
embarked on a significant crackdown on illegal hemp products,
culminating in the removal of over 20,000 packages from
Central Florida alone. This effort is part of the broader
„Operation Safe Summer,“ aimed at enforcing stricter child-
protection standards for hemp products. The operation’s
momentum comes directly from the updated regulations that
emphasize the safety of our younger population, ensuring that
products like gummies and vape cartridges adhere to rigorous
labeling and packaging requirements.

Florida Commissioner of Agriculture Wilton Simpson proudly



announced that the initiative has successfully removed more
than 85,000 illegal hemp packages across 40 counties in just
three weeks. Each week has shown incredible results: 38,861
packages removed in the first week, followed by 40,796 in the
second, and 6,024 in the third week. The alarming rise of
alternative cannabinoids like delta-8 and delta-10 THC, which
mimic psychoactive effects while sidestepping legal boundaries,
has necessitated these extensive measures to safeguard public
health.

Operation Safe Summer’s Goals

Operation Safe Summer is not merely a numbers game; it
represents a concerted effort to protect children from potentially
harmful substances marketed misleadingly. Products that
resemble cartoons or animals particularly came under scrutiny
for their youth appeal. New regulations have been introduced
under Florida law, including mandatory child-resistant packaging
and specific guidelines for labeling that are designed to prevent
attraction towards minors.

These updated rules stem from the recent legislative actions
surrounding SB 1676, which was signed into law just days before
this crackdown commenced. The law aims to protect minors
from unsafe hemp-derived consumables that have surged in
popularity since the federal Farm Bill was enacted in 2018. As
the market has grown, so too have concerns over safety and
compliance. In fact, since July 1, 2023, over 750,000
noncompliant hemp packages have been identified and removed
from Florida’s marketplace.

Key Changes to Regulations

Recent amendments to Florida rule 5K-4.034 reflect the state’s
commitment to improved safety standards. These changes
include:

Prohibition of specified color additives



Child-resistant packaging
Mandatory labeling with laboratory results, including
delta-9 THC concentration and the presence of
contaminants
Limitations on marketing strategies designed to appeal
to children
Common household measurements for serving sizes
Water activity specifications for cannabis flower

Simpson’s announcement underscored the FDACS’s resolve to
hold violators accountable, stating, „We are committed to
enforcing these child-protection standards.“ In Central Florida
alone, a total of 20,409 hemp packages were removed from 26
stores in eight counties, including Orange, Volusia, and Brevard,
showcasing the extensive reach of this initiative.

As the regulatory landscape shifts, it’s important for both
consumers and retailers to stay informed. Transparency in
labeling and safety measures will not only aid in compliance but
also ensure that consumers can make educated choices. The
relentless push to remove unsafe products from shelves is a
clear message from Florida’s leadership: safeguarding our youth
is a top priority.

As this operation continues to unfold, Floridians remain hopeful
that these initiatives will lead to a safer marketplace, where
hemp products can be enjoyed responsibly, without posing risks
to the most vulnerable among us. The conversation around
hemp safety is more critical now than ever, and as the state
doubles down on enforcement, we can expect ongoing
discussions about compliance and safety in the months ahead.

For more details on the crackdown, see Click Orlando’s reporting
here, coverage by Florida Politics here, and insights on
compliance measures from Cannabis Science and Technology 
here.

https://www.clickorlando.com/news/local/2025/07/09/state-sweep-removes-more-than-20000-illegal-hemp-packages-from-central-florida-officials-say/
https://floridapolitics.com/archives/746630-wilton-simpsons-operation-safe-summer-seizes-85k-hemp-products-in-statewide-crackdown/
https://www.cannabissciencetech.com/view/enforcement-begins-for-florida-s-stricter-packaging-labeling-for-hemp-products
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