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Ham Radio Enthusiasts Gear Up for
Nationwide Field Day in Florida!

Ham radio operators in Flagler County will participate in
ARRL Field Day, showcasing emergency communication
skills from June 28-29.

HURRICANE
SEASON

Hammock Community Center, Palm Coast, Florida, USA -
Ham radio operators from diverse local clubs are gearing up for
an exciting weekend as they prepare to participate in the ARRL
Field Day, a national amateur radio exercise. Scheduled for 2:00
PM EDT on Saturday, June 28, through 2:00 PM EDT on Sunday,
June 29, this event will be held at the Hammock Community
Center in Palm Coast, Florida. For those unfamiliar, Field Day is a
cherished tradition going back to 1933, organized by ARRL, The
National Association for Amateur Radio.

This annual event showcases the capability of amateur radio
operators to establish temporary communication setups under
various challenging circumstances. Participants demonstrate



their skills and highlight how ham radio can offer reliable
workarounds during emergencies when traditional
communication networks may fail.

Emergency Preparedness at Its Core

Field Day emphasizes the importance of emergency
preparedness among amateur radio operators. According to
Wikipedia, it’s the largest single exercise of its kind in the U.S.,
with over 30,000 operators getting involved each year. As
Howard Pepper, the Field Day Chairperson, noted, ham radio
stands apart from the internet and phone systems, allowing for
swift setup and communication—a critical advantage in disaster
scenarios, especially with predictions of an active hurricane
season looming ahead.

During the 24-hour operation, teams set up stations not just at
the Hammock Community Center but also in various other
settings, including homes and backyards. Many operators make
use of alternative energy sources, further enhancing the
exercise’s goal of demonstrating independent communication
capabilities. The 2024 event saw participation from over 31,000
hams across thousands of locations in North America, a
testament to the community’s enthusiasm and commitment.

Engagement and Community Spirit

The diverse age range of participants—from as young as nine
years old to those over 100—speaks volumes about the
community spirit embedded in amateur radio. The event
promotes skills in radio technology and communication,
fostering goodwill not only among participants but also within
the broader community. The Weekly Villager highlighted that
local groups like the Portage County Amateur Radio Service will
also join the fun, operating under the callsign K8BF at Freedom
Township Community Park. Here, operators will connect with
others across the U.S. and Canada using voice, Morse code, and
digital modes.


https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Field_Day_(amateur_radio)
https://weeklyvillager.com/2025-arrl-field-day-ham-radio-operators-on-the-air-for-nationwide-event-june-28-29-in-freedom-township/

This year’s Field Day is particularly notable for its emphasis on
emergency communications and illustrating the ham radio
community’s readiness to respond during emergencies that
threaten critical infrastructure. With clubs engaging in friendly
competition while setting up portable radio stations in public
spaces, the event also serves as a vibrant social gathering
bringing everyone together.

Get Involved!

As excitement builds, anyone interested in learning more about
ham radio can refer to resources like the ARRL Ham Radio
License Manual. Moreover, individuals seeking additional
information about participating in this year’s Field Day can reach
out directly to Howard Pepper at hpepper@gmail.com or
explore the ARRL website. This event is not just about making
contacts; it’s about showcasing the strength of a community
that values effective communication and operational readiness.
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