10. Juni 2025

Join the Conversation: Palm Coast Town
Halls Kick Off Today!

Palm Coast residents can engage with City Council at town
halls starting today. Discuss community concerns, share
feedback, and participate!

Palm Coast, Florida, USA - The City of Palm Coast is rolling
out a series of town hall meetings, inviting residents to connect
directly with City Council Members. Titled ,,Let’s Talk Palm

Coast,” this initiative is designed to create an open forum where

community members can voice their concerns and share
feedback. It all kicks off with an event hosted by Vice Mayor
Theresa Pontieri today at 6 p.m. in the Waterfront Room at the
Palm Coast Community Center. This meeting is a great
opportunity for citizens to engage in conversation with their
elected officials and to discuss local issues that matter to them.

In addition to today’s kick-off meeting, upcoming sessions are
already on the calendar. Council Member Ty Miller will host the



second event on Thursday, July 24, at 5 p.m. in the Southern
Recreation Center’s second floor. Following that, on Thursday,
August 21, Council Member David Sullivan will hold a meeting at
the same time and location. Finally, Council Member Charles
Gambaro Jr. is set to wrap up the series on September 18, also
at 5 p.m. at the Southern Recreation Center’s second floor. Note
that Mayor Mike Norris will not be participating in this series, but
residents are encouraged to attend any meetings that fit their
schedule. Those interested in attending can reserve their spots
by visiting www.parksandrec.fun and searching for ,,town hall.*

Engaging the Community

The town hall meetings are part of a broader effort to engage
residents and strengthen community ties, aligning with the city’s
Strategic Action Plan process. According to the City of Palm
Coast, this initiative comes at a crucial time when participation
in local governance is more important than ever. Earlier events
included a ,,Courtside Chat* featuring City Council Member Nick
Klufas, where an introduction to the increasingly popular sport of
pickleball was on the agenda. This kind of casual event fosters a
welcoming atmosphere where residents can feel more at ease
discussing their ideas.

Moreover, the upcoming Town Hall Lunch and Learn with Vice
Mayor Ed Danko on March 22 at 11 a.m. will include a
complimentary lunch, making it not just a meeting, but a
community gathering where meaningful conversation can take
place. Meanwhile, Council Member Theresa Carli Pontieri is set
to engage the community at the Lehigh Trailhead Dog Park on
April 13 for casual coffee chats. This setting will promote a
relaxed interaction between residents and their representatives.

Best Practices for Inclusive Engagement

The success of these town halls is underlined by research
indicating that areas with regular community engagement
report significantly higher civic satisfaction—up to 22% more.



While these meetings provide an excellent platform for dialogue,
the challenge lies in ensuring that all demographics are
included. As pointed out in a recent article on community
engagement, strategies such as promoting meetings, leveraging
social media, and offering virtual options can elevate
participation rates. Furthermore, utilizing technology for online
engagement ensures broader reaches, particularly with younger,
diverse, and lower-income groups who might face barriers to
participation.

Greater inclusivity can also be achieved through partnerships
with local organizations and tailoring outreach strategies to
reflect community needs. Simple actions, such as translating
meeting materials into multiple languages or providing
childcare, can dramatically increase attendance. The article
highlights that enhancing transparency through regular town
hall meetings not only cultivates trust between residents and
local authorities but also empowers residents to take active
roles in decision-making processes, succeeding in nurturing a
culture of accountability and engagement.

With these efforts, Palm Coast is on the right track to foster
stronger connections between its residents and local
government. The upcoming meetings aren’t just about sharing
information; they’re about building community—something that
resonates deeply within the heart of Palm Coast. Whether you’re
a long-time resident or new to the area, there’s something to be
said for coming together to discuss the future of our city.
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