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Vero Beach&#039;s Micah Smith
Chooses UCLA Over Top Programs!

Vero Beach football star Micah &quot;Champ&quot; Smith
commits to UCLA, enhancing the team&#039;s 2026
recruiting class amid fierce competition.
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Vero Beach, Florida, USA - Big news from the Florida high
school football scene! Micah ,,Champ* Smith, a talented four-
star offensive lineman from Vero Beach High School, has
officially committed to UCLA. This announcement, made during
a heartfelt ceremony at the John B. Witt Gymnasium, marks a
significant milestone not just for Smith but also for UCLA’s
recruiting efforts under head coach DeShaun Foster. The young
athlete chose the Bruins over notable programs such as
Alabama, Ohio State, South Carolina, and Tennessee,
highlighting his rising popularity in the sports world. Just
recently, Vero Beach’s TJ] Alford made headlines by signing with
Ohio State, stirring excitement across the state’s football
community. TCPalm reports that Smith had over thirty schools


https://www.tcpalm.com/story/sports/high-school/football/2025/06/07/micah-smith-football-recruiting-ucla-ohio-state-alabama-vero-beach/84037866007/

vying for his commitment, but he ultimately felt a strong
connection to UCLA.

What’s key in this commitment? Smith’s decision is not just
about football; it’s tied to meaningful relationships. Foster has
made it a priority to build rapport with recruits and their
families, which played a major role in Smith’s choice. The
respect Foster has earned from Smith’s parents certainly
contributed to a favorable view of the Bruins. Sports
Illustrated highlights that this focus on personal connections
could pave the way for enhancing UCLA’s recruiting pipeline.

The Impact on UCLA’s Program

Smith joins a UCLA offensive line that has seen better days,
often ranking among the worst nationally. The team allowed
nearly three sacks per game last season, an area that needs
serious improvement. Smith’s raw power and footwork are
exactly the kind of attributes UCLA needs as they work on
revitalizing their offensive line—a mission that has also seen
new players joining the roster through the transfer portal. The
Bruins had a rough previous season, finishing with a 5-7 record,
but with recruits like Smith, there’s hope for a turnaround.

Moreover, UCLA currently has quarterback Nico lamaleava on
the roster, who brings a hefty $1.5 million NIL deal into the mix.
This adds pressure on the offensive line to provide solid
protection. With Smith’s commitment, UCLA looks more
promising in terms of boosting their 2026 class ranking and
solidifying their reputation as a competitive program,
particularly in Florida, a state brimming with football talent.
247Sports elaborates on how his presence can have a lasting
impact on the team’s dynamics.

Looking Ahead

As the news settles, it’s clear that Smith’s commitment
symbolizes a new chapter for both the player and UCLA. His
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accolades—ranking 14th on the USA Today Florida Network Top
100 and 46th on the ESPN 300—are testament to his skills on
the field, having recorded impressive stats that include 22 total
tackles and participation in the prestigious Under Armour All-
American game. He is the latest recruit under Foster to make a
commitment, joining fellow four-star recruit Jaron Pula, and
marking UCLA'’s intention to build a resilient and formidable
team for the seasons to come.

In summary, Micah Smith’s commitment to UCLA not only
enriches the Bruins® roster but also highlights the strength of in-
state recruiting under head coach DeShaun Foster. As fans and
supporters celebrate this decision, the focus now shifts towards
how this dynamic young player will contribute to UCLA’s
ambitions moving forward.
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