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Burglary Alert: Martin County Residents
Urged to Check Their Cars!

Martin County residents are urged to check their vehicles
after a recent car burglary arrest in Hibiscus Park. Stay

informed on local crime trends and prevention tips.

Hibiscus Park, Stuart, Martin County, USA - Residents in
Hibiscus Park near Stuart are being urged to take a moment to
check their vehicles. The Martin County Sheriff’s Office has
reported a recent car burglary arrest that has raised concerns in
the neighborhood. One alert resident caught a suspicious man
attempting to enter their parked car, prompting a swift response
from deputies who soon found the suspect, identified as Abimael
Ramos-Rodriguez, inside another vehicle.

During the investigation, several items believed to be stolen
were discovered on Ramos-Rodriguez, including coins, a hair
clip, headphones, and a handful of one-dollar bills. This incident
serves as a reminder for community members to be vigilant and



report any unusual activity. If you notice anything out of the
ordinary, you can reach out to the Sheriff’s non-emergency line
at 772-220-7170.

Rising Concerns About Car Theft

It’s no secret that auto theft is a pressing issue across the
United States. In 2024, a vehicle was stolen every 37 seconds,
highlighting the vulnerability many drivers face. Although there
was a notable decline of 17% in motor vehicle thefts in 2024
compared to the previous year, a record high of over 1 million
vehicles were still reported stolen just in 2023 according to 
FinanceBuzz.

Interestingly, the trend has shifted from large pickup trucks
dominating the theft statistics to certain car brands being more
vulnerable. Kia and Hyundai vehicles topped the list with the
highest theft rates in 2023, as highlighted by the National
Insurance Crime Bureau (NICB). This change, driven by social
media trends on how to steal these models, has left many car
owners concerned about their safety.

Most Stolen Vehicles

The NICB report offers interesting insights into the most stolen
vehicles of 2023. Here’s a quick look at the top ten:

Rank Vehicle Model Thefts
1 Hyundai Elantra 48,445
2 Hyundai Sonata 42,813
3 Kia Optima 30,204
4 Chevrolet Silverado

1500
23,721

5 Kia Soul 21,001
6 Honda Accord 20,895
7 Honda Civic 19,858
8 Kia Forte 16,209
9 Ford F150 Series 15,852

https://financebuzz.com/car-theft-statistics


Pickup
10 Kia Sportage 15,749

Roughly 85% of stolen passenger vehicles are eventually
recovered, with about 34% making it back to their owners within
just a day of being reported stolen. NICB President and CEO
David J. Glawe emphasizes the ongoing threat of vehicle theft
and stresses the importance of being proactive about vehicle
security. According to NICB, simple measures such as parking in
well-lit areas, securing all windows and doors, and keeping keys
out of the vehicle can significantly reduce the risk.

For those who find themselves a victim of auto theft, quick
reporting to law enforcement and insurance companies can
increase the chances of recovery. Important information such as
the vehicle’s make, model, color, license plate number, and VIN
should be readily available when filing a report.

As crime trends evolve, it’s vital for all citizens to stay informed
and alert. Let’s work together to keep our community safe. For
more insights on this situation, visit NICB.
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