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Ex-Judge Waronicki Faces Felony
Cocaine Charges After Shocking Arrest

Former Circuit Judge Brett Waronicki faces felony cocaine
charges following a DUI arrest in Martin County on April 23,

2025.

Jensen Beach, Martin County, Florida, USA - In a striking
turn of events, the judicial landscape of the 19th Circuit Court
has been shaken by serious legal troubles facing former Circuit
Judge Brett Waronicki. On April 23, 2025, Waronicki was arrested
in Martin County during a traffic stop where he exhibited erratic
driving behaviors, prompting concern among sheriff’s officials.
Reports from TCPalm detail that he was charged with DUI and
possession of drug paraphernalia. The traffic stop took place
under suspicious circumstances, as Waronicki was found driving
without lights and in a bicycle lane.

Waronicki’s downfall continued with his resignation following the
arrest, effective May 9, 2025, as confirmed by the 19th District

https://www.tcpalm.com/story/news/crime/martin-county/2025/06/13/felony-cocaine-charge-brought-against-former-circuit-judge/84182557007/


Chief Deputy Court Administrator. His name has since been
removed from the court’s website, signifying a swift and severe
response from the judicial system in light of the allegations,
according to CBS12.

Allegations and Investigations

The investigation into Waronicki began after complaints
surfaced regarding his alleged drug activity at a local bar in
Jensen Beach. With the Martin County Sheriff’s Office monitoring
his actions, the traffic stop turned into a deeper probe into his
lifestyle. The discovery of cocaine residue in his wallet and at his
residence further fueled the claims against him, leading to a
felony charge for cocaine possession, as reported by TCPalm.

Adding to the drama, two passengers in Waronicki’s truck,
Wendy Ditroia and Christopher Greenman, were also arrested on
felony drug possession charges during the same traffic stop.
Body cam footage from the incident has since been released,
capturing a tense scene where Waronicki displayed signs of
intoxication, including bloodshot eyes and slurred speech.
Despite his denials and refusal to undergo field sobriety tests,
the evidence against him has mounted.

Implications for the Judicial System

The repercussions of Waronicki’s actions extend beyond his
personal troubles. The incident has raised significant concerns
within the 19th Judicial Circuit, which serves not only St. Lucie
County but also parts of Indian River County. Trial Court
Administrator Patty Harris emphasized that all cases previously
assigned to Waronicki have been reassigned to a temporary
duty judge, highlighting the disruption caused by these
allegations. The fallout from this case underscores the fragile
nature of public trust in the judiciary.

As the legal proceedings unfold, Brett Waronicki faces multiple
charges, including felony cocaine possession, misdemeanor DUI,

https://cbs12.com/news/local/judge-waronicki-resigns-amid-drug-allegations-shaking-up-19th-circuit-court-st-lucie-county-indian-river-county-treasure-coast-news-may-12-2025


and misdemeanor possession of drug paraphernalia. These
events epitomize a dramatic narrative where individuals trusted
to uphold the law find themselves ensnared within it. The 19th
Circuit Court is left grappling with the fallout and the imperative
to restore confidence in its judiciary as this troubling saga
continues.
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