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Former Deputy Arrested for Sending
Nudes to Undercover Teen in Florida

A former Lee County deputy was arrested in Martin County

for soliciting a minor online and sending explicit images,
highlighting ongoing child exploitation efforts.
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Martin County, Florida, USA - The winds of change in Florida
law enforcement have taken a troubling turn, as former deputies
face serious allegations of engaging in inappropriate online
conduct with minors. The Martin County Sheriff’'s Office recently
arrested Kenan Ural, a former deputy from the Lee County
Sheriff’s Office, for soliciting what he believed was a 14-year-old
girl online. According to CW34, Ural was communicating with an
undercover detective posing as a minor when he allegedly sent
nude photographs of himself. This incident raises alarm bells
about accountability and the responsibilities of those in law
enforcement.

Ural’s arrest followed an investigation by the Martin County
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Sheriff’s Office’s Special Victims Unit, which uncovered his
digital exchanges. It turns out Ural had been a deputy only
recently, with employment at the Lee County Sheriff’s Office
lasting from December 7, 2020, until July 1. His case began to
unravel when authorities served an arrest warrant, leading to his
detention at the 1st Precinct in North Fort Myers. Now, he faces
a range of charges including three counts of transmitting
harmful material to a minor and solicitation of a minor, with a
hefty bond set at $400,000. As investigations continue,
authorities are looking into the potential for additional victims.

Another Case in the Spotlight

This incident isn’t isolated. Just recently, another former Lee
County Deputy, Bryon Haycook, turned himself in after being
accused of sending explicit images to a minor. As reported by
Fox 4 Now, Haycook, a 30-year veteran at the sheriff’s office,
was embroiled in a separate investigation when detectives
received a tip about his communication with a 17-year-old girl
that involved explicit material. After resigning just after being
questioned, he was promptly issued a warrant for Transmission
of Material Harmful to a Minor, which he turned himself in for on
August 1.

The gravity of these allegations has not gone unnoticed. Sheriff
Carmine Marceno emphasized that accountability is not just a
word; it is essential to maintaining the integrity of law
enforcement. Both cases reflect a troubling trend that can’t be
ignored.

A Broader Context

These local events echo a much larger concern about online
safety for children, especially in an age where technology has
become an inseparable part of daily life. The Internet Crimes
Against Children Task Force Program (ICAC) plays a vital role
here, with initiatives focused on technology-facilitated child
sexual exploitation. Established in 1998, the program works
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tirelessly, addressing the rapid rise of internet-related offenses
against children. In fiscal year 2023 alone, ICAC Task Forces
conducted approximately 184,700 investigations, leading to
over 10,800 arrests. This rapid mobilization shows just how
substantial the issue of child exploitation has become.

With specialized training programs and a network of over 5,500
law enforcement and prosecutorial agencies, initiatives like ICAC
are crucial for supporting effective investigations and
prosecutions. Such resources are not just numbers; they
represent a collective effort to protect the most vulnerable
among us—our children.

As these stories unfold, they remind us of the duty we all share
in safeguarding our communities, especially our youth, from
those who would exploit their innocence. It raises questions on
how we, as a society, can continue to hold our law enforcement
accountable and ensure that trust isn’t misplaced.

In the face of these troubling accounts, there’s much work to be
done to ensure accountability and safety across our state. What
efforts will be taken next, and how can we bolster protections
against such unsettling occurrences? Time will tell, but vigilance
is key.
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