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Four Caught Illegal Spearfishing in
Martin County: Fishers Face Charges!
Four individuals were arrested for illegal spearfishing in

Martin County, Florida, violating conservation laws near St.
Lucie Inlet.

St. Lucie Inlet, Martin County, Florida, USA - Last weekend,
the serene waters of Martin County, Florida, turned murky with
controversy as four individuals were caught engaging in illegal
spearfishing near the St. Lucie Inlet. The Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission (FWC) confirmed that these
individuals operated their vessel dangerously close to another
displaying divers-down flags, a move that goes against Florida
law, which mandates boats to slow down to a minimum wake
within 100 yards of such flags. Officers, acting on a tip,
conducted a vessel stop only to discover spearguns and wetsuits
aboard.

Despite claiming no fish were caught, the officers noticed blood



on the vessel’s deck and on a wetsuit. Further investigation
revealed that the group had hidden five speared snook and one
undersized schoolmaster snapper in their boat. Notably, snook
harvesting is currently out of season and is restricted to hook
and line methods, underscoring the serious nature of their
infractions. FWC Captain Austin Warne highlighted that adhering
to these rules is crucial for preserving our fisheries and ensuring
sustainability in our waters. The suspects were arrested and
taken to the local jail without incident, although their names
have yet to be made public.

The Wider Context of Spearfishing
Regulations

This incident in Martin County follows another similar case in the
Florida Keys, where illegal spearfishing has raised eyebrows in
recent weeks. On June 29, Brayan Martinez Perez of Port St.
Lucie was arrested for illegally harvesting a tarpon in prohibited
waters and also spearing a mangrove snapper, despite
regulations against doing so in the Upper Keys. The law requires
specific permits to harvest tarpon, and spearfishing is restricted
in almost half of the Florida Keys. As a result, Martinez Perez
faces second-degree misdemeanor charges, potentially leading
to 60 days in jail and up to a $500 fine.

According to myfwc.com, spearing fish is defined as using a
spear or lance while swimming below the water’s surface.
However, numerous species, including tarpon and snook, are
prohibited from being harvested by spearing. This restriction
seeks to protect these fish from overfishing and to maintain
ecological balance in the region. The large, iconic tarpon can
grow up to 8 feet and weigh as much as 300 pounds, yet they
are not regarded as good for eating. Legal harvesting of tarpon
is permitted only for individuals with special tags for state
record pursuits.

In light of these recent events, it’s essential for local anglers and
recreational fishers to understand the specific regulations that

https://myfwc.com/fishing/saltwater/recreational/spearing/


govern spearfishing. Adhering to these guidelines not only
protects fish populations but also ensures a sustainable future
for fishing in Florida.

FWC regulations are clear: spearfishing is only permitted under
certain conditions, and remaining aware of the state’s
restrictions will help preserve Florida’s natural marine
environment for generations to come. With cases like those in
Martin County and the Keys making headlines, it’s more
important than ever for our fishing community to be informed
and proactive in preserving our aquatic resources.
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