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Milagro Center Empowers First-Gen
Students to Achieve College Dreams

Discover how Martin County&#039;s Milagro Center
supports first-generation students like Jude in achieving
academic success and graduation.

Delray Beach, Florida, USA - In a heartening effort to uplift
the youth of Delray Beach, the Milagro Center’s Rising Stars
Scholarship Fund has made a significant impact on the lives of
first-generation college students. Jude, a proud alum of the
Milagro Center, epitomizes the success this program fosters. Set
to graduate from high school early in December 2025, Jude has
plans to enroll in Florida Atlantic University’s accelerated
nursing program, aspiring to become a Pediatric Nurse
Practitioner. This journey, made possible with the support of the
Milagro Center, proves that with the right resources and
guidance, dreams can indeed become reality.

The Rising Stars Scholarship Fund aims to support underserved



students who face financial and academic hurdles. It’s no secret
that only 27.4% of first-generation college students manage to
graduate within four years, often due to a myriad of barriers.
The Milagro Center has stepped into the breach, recently
awarding over 30 scholarships to at-risk youth, helping with
tuition, books, and transportation costs since 2023. This
nonprofit’s commitment to education shines brightly, boasting a
100% graduation rate for its high school seniors and ensuring all
third-grade students progress to fourth grade.

A Lifeblood for Future Leaders

The Milagro Center, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit established in 1997,
focuses on the social and academic success of underserved
children and youth. With myriad programs designed to foster
essential skills such as communication, time management, and
financial responsibility, it equips students like Jude for future
success. As it stands, Milagro is looking for community donations
to replenish the Rising Stars Scholarship Fund, which directly
supports students in need by covering tuition, registration fees,
textbooks, and even housing costs. This community-centric
approach not only provides financial relief but also allows these
young individuals to thrive academically.

Barbara Stark, a dedicated leader at Milagro Center, emphasizes
the importance of community involvement. ,,Every contribution
helps us continue to support these deserving students,* she
remarked. For those looking to assist, donations are tax-
deductible and can be made easily through their website. To
learn more about the Rising Stars Scholarship Fund or to make a
donation, visit milagrocenter.org or reach out to Barbara
directly at (561) 279-2970 ext. 101.

Contextualizing First-Generation College
sSuccess

To put this initiative into perspective, first-generation college


https://www.milagrocenter.org/rising-stars-scholarship-fund/

students—defined as those who are the first in their families to
graduate with a four-year degree—face unique challenges in
their pursuit of higher education. In 2025 alone, there are over
30 active scholarships available targeted at these students,
offering various financial aid opportunities. This landscape
includes not only the Milagro Center’s support but also
scholarships like the First Generation College Scholarship and
the First in the Family Scholarship. Each offers a chance for
these determined individuals to overcome obstacles and achieve
their educational goals.

Moreover, many colleges and universities have dedicated
scholarships exclusive to their students, highlighting the
importance of financial aid tailored to first-generation college
students. The various opportunities available underscore the
need for programs like the Milagro Center’s, which play a vital
role in addressing educational inequities and propelling the next
generation forward.

The sky’s the limit when communities band together in support
of their young minds. As Milagro Center continues its mission,
there’s something to be said for the future it’s forging, one
scholarship at a time.
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