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Dive into Tokyo&#039;s Splashing
Summer: Must-See Water Festivals!

Explore the vibrant Ocean Peoples’25 Festival and other
exciting water-themed events in Tokyo this summer,

celebrating music, culture, and sustainability.

Chiba’s Sunset Beach Park Inage, Chiba, Japan - As
summer approaches, Tokyo and its neighboring areas come
alive with a splash of vibrant water-themed festivals and events
that celebrate the warmth and culture of the season. From the
heart-pounding rhythms of music festivals to traditional dances
meant to appease the weather gods, the city offers an enticing
array of opportunities for everyone looking to soak up the
summer spirit. According to Metropolis Japan, events such as
the Ocean Peoples’25 Festival and the renowned Sumida River
Fireworks Festival draw crowds from all walks of life. Their
messages of sustainability and community connection play a
central role in the festivities, ensuring there’s something for
everyone.

https://metropolisjapan.com/tokyos-best-water-themed-events/


This year, festival-goers can strap on their paddleboards for the
River SUP Festival, taking place from July 14-15. It’s a fantastic
chance for novices and pros alike to navigate still and running
waters, making for an exhilarating experience. Luckily, the entry
fees are relatively affordable, ranging from ¥18,000 for a one-
day pass to ¥33,000 if you want to participate in both days.
More prosaically, those interested in Japanese rituals can
participate for free in the Mizudome-no-mai on July 13. This
traditional rite includes a procession executed with grace and
purpose, featuring dragon god representations and the rhythmic
beat of taiko drums—a true feast for the senses.

Rituals and Traditions

Japanese culture is steeped in tradition, with many of its rituals
drawing on centuries of history, often influenced by Shinto
beliefs. According to Toptenz, purification rituals known as
Harahe emphasize the belief that people are inherently good,
needing cleansing from evil spirits. Although modern times have
seen rituals wane, their significance remains deeply rooted in
Japan’s cultural identity, bridging the gap between historic
practices and contemporary life.

Such connections can be seen in events like the Fukagawa
Hachiman Matsuri, which captivates participants with its joyous
water-throwing ceremonies and vibrant performances.
Participants will experience the spirit of community while
splashing water onto the mikoshi in a demonstration of
reverence and celebration, truly embodying the essence of
‚Hare’—the non-daily, sacred experiences highlighted through
festivals. The etymology of ‚Matsuri,‘ which means ‚enshrined,‘
underscores the gratitude expressed towards the gods, a
tradition that continues to resonate with the Japanese people
today, as noted by the Japan Travel Planner from All Nippon
Airways (ANA).

Summer Attractions

https://www.toptenz.net/10-japanese-rituals-festivals.php
https://www.ana.co.jp/en/us/japan-travel-planner/japanese-festival-omatsuri/0000001.html


If you prefer something a little more whimsical, consider visiting
the Enoshima Lantern Festival, which runs from mid-July to the
end of August. The sight of 1,000 illuminated lanterns cascading
across the island provides a magical setting, especially with a
new feature—the stunning blue lighting at Hetsunomiya Shrine.
Whether you’re an artist, a photographer, or just a lover of
beauty, this festival lights up the night sky. Admission is free,
opening the door for everyone to appreciate the interplay of
light and nature.

Last but not least, for those looking for a thrilling nighttime
spectacle, the Sumida River Fireworks Festival on July 26 is the
highlight of the summer. This historic event dates back to 1733
and features around 20,000 fireworks lighting up the sky from
two launch sites, making it a must-see for locals and tourists
alike. Best of all? Entrance is completely free. The event’s
historical roots add a unique flavor that blends summer fun with
a deep appreciation for Japan’s cultural heritage.

As summer unfolds in Tokyo, there’s no shortage of exciting
festivals and rituals to partake in, each reflecting the region’s
rich history and communal spirit. Whether you find yourself in a
water-themed wonderland or engaged in traditional practices,
these immersive experiences are what summer in Japan truly
embodies. So grab your sun hat, a paddleboard if you’re feeling
adventurous, or simply a good seat for the fireworks, and enjoy
the splashes of summer!
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