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Port Salerno Struggles as FEMA Phases
Out: A Tornado Survivor&#039;s Fear

As hurricane season unfolds in Port Salerno, Florida,
residents like Diane Dotson voice concerns over
FEMA&#039;s phase-out and future disaster support amid
recovery efforts from recent tornadoes.
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Port Salerno, Florida, USA - As the hurricane season kicks off
in Port Salerno, Florida, residents are still grappling with the
aftermath of Hurricane Milton and the tornadoes that followed.
This year, however, there’s an air of uncertainty hanging over
disaster response efforts, especially following President Donald
Trump’s announcement to phase out FEMA after this season.
The responsibility for disaster response will shift primarily to
individual states, leaving many residents, such as Diane Dotson,
apprehensive.

Diane Dotson, whose home suffered extensive damage from a
tornado just eight months ago, shared her traumatic experience



that is still vivid in her mind. For six months post-disaster,
Dotson relied on FEMA for motel accommodations, but now she’s
staying with family while navigating the challenging road to
home repairs. “What organizations will provide support?” she
questioned, reflecting the deep concerns of many in her
community as this dramatic shift unfolds. With the hurricane
season upon us, her hopes hinge on both prayer and the frail
assurance of official support.

Local Response and Community Vigilance

Martin County officials, including Assistant County Administrator
George Stokus, have acknowledged these concerns but maintain
a degree of confidence in their ability to respond to
emergencies. Stokus emphasized the county’s faith in their
partnerships with state and federal agencies, as well as local
emergency management teams. However, the future remains
shrouded in uncertainty, a sentiment echoed by residents like
Dotson who feel vulnerable with the looming changes in federal
support.

The alarm isn’t limited to Port Salerno. Nationwide, nonprofits
and disaster recovery organizations are recalibrating their
strategies amid fears that the federal government’s capacity to
assist after disasters may diminish drastically. Jeff Byard, senior
vice president of operations for Team Rubicon, a nonprofit
focused on disaster recovery, highlighted concerns that reduced
federal funding could result in fewer major disaster declarations
being granted. Such changes would critically impact federal
resources essential for recovery efforts.

The Role of Nonprofits Amid Federal
Changes

Nonprofits are not only worried about federal funding cuts but
are also facing a surge in demand for their services due to
climate-related disasters. A United Way Worldwide survey



revealed a startling 50% increase in referrals for disaster-related
assistance in 2024 alone. With FEMA’s Individual Assistance
program under threat, these organizations might find
themselves filling significant gaps in support. FEMA has been
pivotal in providing temporary housing and grants for repairs,
components that may prove difficult to replicate if funding is
slashed.

Amid this challenging landscape, philanthropic organizations are
stepping in, channeling substantial funds toward disaster
recovery initiatives while grappling with their difficulties in
raising money due to the rising frequency of disasters. For many
nonprofits, this means strengthening relationships with local
governments and communities is essential for enhancing
preparedness for what lies ahead.

As the current season unfolds, many in Florida, like Diane
Dotson, are left wondering what kind of safety nets will remain
should disaster strike again. With a palpable sense of anxiety in
the air, the resilience of local communities and the role of non-
profits will be tested like never before. As ever, there’s
something to be said for community spirit, but the larger
question remains: Will help arrive on time?
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