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Residents Alert: Check Your Cars After
Martin County Burglary Arrest!

Residents of Martin County are urged to check vehicles
after a car burglary arrest in Hibiscus Park. Stay informed.

Hibiscus Park, Stuart, Martin County, USA - In a troubling
incident that has rattled the community of Hibiscus Park near
Stuart, residents are being urged to check their vehicles after a
car burglary report led to an arrest. The Martin County Sheriff’s
Office has confirmed that Abimael Ramos-Rodriguez was
apprehended following reports of a suspicious individual trying
to enter parked cars in the area. Deputies located Ramos-
Rodriguez soon after the initial complaint, discovering several
items believed to be stolen in his possession, including one-
dollar bills, headphones, a hair clip, and various coins.

This incident serves as a stark reminder for all drivers in the
area to be vigilant. Local law enforcement encourages anyone



who notices unusual activity around vehicles to report their
observations to the Sheriff’s non-emergency line at
772-220-7170. Ramos-Rodriguez now faces two counts of
vehicle burglary and petit theft, adding to the ongoing concerns
about auto crime in American neighborhoods.

The Growing Concern of Car Thefts

According to a report from FinanceBuzz, car theft remains a
significant issue across the United States, with a vehicle being
stolen every 37 seconds in 2024. Despite an overall decline of
17% in motor vehicle theft from 2023, the previous year saw a
record high of over 1 million cars stolen. It’s evident that auto
theft is not just a passing concern but a recurring problem that
affects drivers nationwide.

The statistics are alarming. With over 90% of American
households owning a car, the chances of becoming a victim of
auto theft are all too real. In light of these facts, Martin County’s
emphasis on checking vehicles after recent burglaries resonates
deeply with both locals and national trends. With so many
people investing in vehicles, safeguarding them has never been
more critical.

Vehicle Theft Trends and Prevention

A recent study by the National Insurance Crime Bureau (NICB)
reveals that Kia and Hyundai vehicles have experienced the
highest theft rates in 2023, a notable shift from the previous
trend where full-size pickups topped the list. This rise can be
attributed in part to social media trends that provide thieves
with methods to exploit vulnerabilities in these models.

Here’s a quick snapshot of the top ten most stolen vehicles in
2023 from the NICB report:

Rank Vehicle Model Thefts
1 Hyundai Elantra 48,445

https://financebuzz.com/car-theft-statistics


2 Hyundai Sonata 42,813
3 Kia Optima 30,204
4 Chevrolet Silverado

1500
23,721

5 Kia Soul 21,001
6 Honda Accord 20,895
7 Honda Civic 19,858
8 Kia Forte 16,209
9 Ford F150 Series

Pickup
15,852

10 Kia Sportage 15,749

With over 85% of stolen passenger vehicles being recovered,
moving quickly in the event of a theft is essential. NICB advises
that if your vehicle is stolen, you should report it immediately to
law enforcement and your insurer to enhance recovery chances.

In light of the growing threat of vehicle theft, local residents
must take proactive measures to protect their vehicles. The
NICB recommends parking in well-lit areas, locking all windows
and doors, and hiding valuables out of sight. Thieves often look
for easy targets; adopting simple precautions can make a
significant difference.

As automotive crime remains a persistent issue, the importance
of community vigilance cannot be overstated. In Stuart and
indeed across Florida, keeping an eye on our cars and reporting
suspicious behavior isn’t just about personal property—it’s about
protecting our neighborhoods.
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