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Tragic Discovery: 11-Year-Old Cares for
Siblings in Deplorable Conditions

An 11-year-old in Riviera Beach was found caring for six
siblings amid neglect, leading to arrests for child

endangerment.

3039 Avenue J, Riviera Beach, Florida, USA - In a troubling
incident that has shocked the Riviera Beach community, an
11-year-old child was left to care for six younger siblings,
including a mere 1-year-old, in deplorable conditions. Law
enforcement responded on July 2 to allegations concerning the
welfare of the children, leading to the arrests of their parents,
32-year-old Nolio St. Fort and 33-year-old Ashley Wallace, on
eight counts of child neglect. The Riviera Beach Police
Department discovered the family’s home at 3039 Avenue J to
be in disarray, with reports describing it as a fire and health
hazard, littered with garbage and containing soiled mattresses.

Policing authorities, responding to a call from a Department of



Children and Families (DCF) investigator, reported that many of
the children were in distress. Some were nonverbal and dressed
only in shirts or diapers. The home was so hazardous that a
laundry room filled with dirty clothes posed an additional fire
risk, situated alarmingly close to two active water heaters. St.
Fort allegedly left the children under the care of the eldest
sibling while he went to work in Jupiter, a decision that has
horrified many locals.

Response and Repercussions

The situation escalated quickly, with St. Fort later surrendering
to authorities after being contacted by investigators. Notably, he
faced additional legal troubles, as he was found to have a
suspended driver’s license, an outstanding warrant from Martin
County, and was driving an uninsured vehicle with an expired
tag. Meanwhile, Wallace returned to the residence during the
ongoing investigation and was subsequently arrested on the
same charges as her partner.

All eight children are now safe, having been taken into
protective custody by DCF, who, alongside local victim
advocates and extended family members, are working to
arrange temporary care. As these children begin to find stability,
this incident highlights broader concerns about child protection
in our communities.

A Nationwide Crisis

Sadly, this disturbing event reflects a larger issue affecting
families across the country. The National Children’s Alliance
notes that in 2023, Child Advocacy Centers investigated a
staggering 236,601 cases involving allegations of child abuse,
which encompasses situations that go beyond neglect to include
various forms of maltreatment. Alarmingly, many incidents do
not lead to disclosures, charges, or convictions, indicating that
the problem may be more extensive than the statistics suggest. 



Making matters worse, children in care often need additional
attention from the community. Whether in youth sports, camps,
or religious settings, these fragile kids face risks that require
constant vigilance from caring adults. Often, those who would
harm children seek positions that offer them easy
access—something we must all remain mindful of.

The Role of Research

In light of such incidents, organizations like the National Data
Archive on Child Abuse and Neglect have become invaluable.
Since 1988, this resource has fostered scholarly exchange
among researchers, acquiring data to better understand child
maltreatment. Such efforts are crucial, especially as discussions
about policy protections become ever more important. With
datasets available for secondary analysis and community
resources like newsletters to keep people informed, researchers
are working hard to illuminate the shadows surrounding child
welfare.

In the wake of the Riviera Beach incident, one must wonder:
What more can be done? Whether it is through community
support, vigilance, or proactive policies, there’s something to be
said for the collective responsibility we share to protect the most
vulnerable among us. As the local community bands together to
support these children, it’s a poignant reminder that our efforts
can change lives—one child at a time.
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