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Mayor Demands Access to Alligator
Alcatraz Amid Deaths and Neglect

Miami-Dade Mayor requests oversight for Alligator Alcatraz
detention facility amid concerns over deaths and terrible

conditions.

Ochopee, Florida, United States - In a move highlighting
escalating concerns over immigration detention conditions in
Florida, Miami-Dade County Mayor Daniella Levine Cava has
called for oversight at the Alligator Alcatraz facility, a
repurposed airport located within the remote Everglades. This
facility, officially named on July 2, has been a flashpoint of
criticism amid reports of dangerous conditions and recent
deaths in custody.

The mayor’s request includes remote video monitoring of the
facility, weekly condition reports, and scheduled access for local
officials, reflecting a heightened urgency for accountability.
“Five individuals have died in ICE custody in Florida this year,



with three deaths occurring at the Krome Detention Center,”
Levine Cava stated, emphasizing the grave circumstances
surrounding detainee health and safety. Access to hospitals and
legal counsel remains limited, which has exacerbated worries in
the community.

Alligator Alcatraz: The Newest Detention
Center

Florida’s latest immigration detention facility, charmingly
nicknamed „Alligator Alcatraz,“ made headlines not only for its
controversial operationalization but also for its rapid
construction – completed in just two weeks. According to USA
Today, this repurposed airport spot was introduced as a
practical solution, featuring tents and FEMA trailers for up to
3,000 detainees. However, critics have shunned the facility’s
nickname, suggesting alternatives like “Alligator Auschwitz” due
to alarming living conditions and its location on indigenous land.

Florida Attorney General James Uthmeier has publicly supported
the facility, asserting it addresses an immediate need for
migrant housing amidst broader immigration challenges.
Nevertheless, concerns are mounting among activists and local
indigenous groups, who have raised alarms about inadequate
sanitation and extreme weather threats facing detainees.

Operational Context and Mass Deportations

Complementing these developments, Florida’s new immigration
law, SB 1718, has tightened regulations surrounding
undocumented immigrants and their employers. As part of
broader enforcement strategies, a recent initiative called
„Operation Tidal Wave“ has already led to over 1,000 detentions
statewide, showcasing Florida’s serious approach to immigration
matters. Critics, however, argue these tactics may infringe on
due process rights and violate federal guidelines, as explored by
Jacksonville.com.

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2025/07/08/alligator-alcatraz-official-name-florida-immigrant-detention/84502452007/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2025/07/08/alligator-alcatraz-official-name-florida-immigrant-detention/84502452007/
https://www.jacksonville.com/story/news/politics/2025/07/08/florida-mass-deportation-legal-alligator-alcatraz-open/84502215007/


The Alligator Alcatraz facility boasts high-security measures,
including over 200 cameras and 400 security personnel amidst a
backdrop of political dissent. A report signed by 24 members of
Congress has raised red flags regarding detainees’ basic needs
and safety provisions. As immigration enforcement continues to
take center stage within the state, the balance between security
and humane treatment remains precarious.

As the community watches closely, Levine Cava’s plea for
oversight rings ever more urgent. The challenges ahead require
a delicate approach, emphasizing both the rights of detainees
and the necessity of effective immigration enforcement. In these
turbulent times, there’s certainly something to be said for
ensuring that humanity prevails over harsh protocols in our
communities.

For ongoing developments, see CBS News for updates on
Mayor Cava’s initiatives and responses from national
immigration authorities.
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