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New Quarterbacks, New Hope: Florida
State Aims to Upset Alabama!

Alabama and Florida State, both rebuilding, face off on
August 30, 2025, with new quarterbacks and high stakes.

Doak Campbell Stadium, Tallahassee, FL, USA - With just
68 days left until the season opener, excitement is brewing
among college football fans as the Alabama Crimson Tide is set
to face off against the Florida State Seminoles on August 30,
2025, at Doak Campbell Stadium. Both teams come into this
match looking to bounce back from disappointing seasons, with
new starting quarterbacks leading the charge. Florida State’s
Thomas Castellanos, a transfer from Boston College, is full of
confidence and ready to make a statement against Alabama.
„We have new weapons compared to last year,“ he said, hinting
at the team’s quest for an upset against the Tide. In his debut,
Castellanos aims to build on his history of starting fast in first
games and has dreams of playing against such a storied



opponent, adding a personal touch to this already thrilling
matchup. According to Sports Illustrated, “Florida State has
improved” under Castellanos’ leadership, and the rivalry is
heating up ahead of the clash.

The stakes are clearly significant. Alabama, rated as a 7.5-point
favorite by FanDuel, is dealing with its own
transitions—especially with the departure of quarterback Jalen
Milroe to the NFL. As both teams engage in roster overhauls,
Florida State has welcomed a whopping 16 new players through
the transfer portal, while Alabama has added nine key transfers
after a recent bowl loss to Michigan. This kind of shake-up is
proving crucial for both squads as they aim to reset their
trajectories following challenging seasons. Notably, Florida State
finished last year with a lackluster 2-10 record, leading to major
changes in coaching staff, including former Auburn head coach
Gus Malzahn stepping in as offensive coordinator.

Challenges and Changes Ahead

The last time Alabama and Florida State met was in 2017, when
the Crimson Tide emerged victorious with a score of 24-7. Much
has changed since then, and each team’s aspirations for the
upcoming season hinge on quick adaptations and strategic
decisions. For Alabama, the pressure is on to replace key players
while still maintaining a firm grip on their competitive edge in
the SEC. Recent reports indicate that top players like Jihaad
Campbell and Tyler Booker have declared for the NFL Draft,
while Alabama welcomes back some promising recruits,
including Justin Jefferson, who has an extra year of eligibility.
Their ongoing roster changes include trimming down positions
that held less promise and bringing in fresh talent from the
transfer portal, such as DL Kelby Collins and WR Isaiah Horton.

Relying on new additions isn’t just a strategy; it’s a necessity. As
both teams look to capitalize on new opportunities, head coach
Mike Norvell of Florida State has not been shy about changing
up strategies either. The Seminoles’ overhaul comes at a crucial



time, especially with their recent underperformance. By tapping
into the transfer portal, Castillo’s Seminoles aim to regain
relevance in the college football landscape.

The Road Ahead

As the countdown continues, both teams know that a strong
start could set the tone for the rest of their seasons. For Florida
State, Castellanos’ ability to lead and rally his team will be
instrumental. As history shows, the pressure is just as intense
for Alabama to prove they can still contend at the highest level,
even without the iconic figure of Nick Saban at the helm. With
their football legacies intertwined, this matchup promises to be
more than just a game; it’s a narrative of redemption for both
institutions.

Whether you’re rooting for the Tide or the Seminoles, August
30th can’t come soon enough. Whatever happens, college
football never fails to deliver on excitement, and this season
opener is bound to be a match-up for the ages.

For more on how both teams are shaping up, check out the full
details on Sports Illustrated, ESPN SWFL, and Roll Bama
Roll.
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