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Rumors Ignite: Could Ricciardo Replace
Verstappen at Red Bull?

Explore the latest F1 rumors as Daniel Ricciardo eyes a
Red Bull return amidst team reshuffles and Hamilton’s

Ferrari switch.

Miami, USA - The whispers around Formula 1 are growing
louder, especially concerning the potential return of Daniel
Ricciardo to Red Bull Racing. Speculation is heating up that
Ricciardo could step in for Max Verstappen, especially given
recent events at the Spanish Grand Prix, where Verstappen
clocked in three FIA Super License points due to a controversial
collision with George Russell. The stakes are high, and the
paddock is buzzing with excitement about what could come
next, particularly as Lewis Hamilton has dropped a bombshell by
announcing his move from Mercedes to Ferrari for the 2025
season. Hamilton’s upcoming adjustment to Ferrari’s power unit
after over a decade with Mercedes should certainly be intriguing
to follow, as noted by Motorcycle Sports.

https://motorcyclesports.net/de/daniel-ricciardos-f1-ruckkehr-lewis-hamiltons-schockierende-enthullung-lost-spekulationen-um-red-bull-aus/


Christian Horner, Red Bull’s team principal, is urging strong
support for Verstappen in what promises to be a fierce
championship against formidable contenders like Oscar Piastri
and Lando Norris. Horner has openly called for improvements to
the RB21 car’s performance, emphasizing the team’s need to
stay competitive. Meanwhile, Toto Wolff at Mercedes has shown
faith in their young star Kimi Antonelli, who’s already racked up
48 points in just nine races. Wolff believes Antonelli will need a
bit more time to get fully acclimated to the demands of F1.

Future of Ricciardo and the Driver Market

Daniel Ricciardo’s journey has seen him sitting on the sidelines
since September 2024 after being dropped by Racing Bulls, a
decision that led to Liam Lawson taking his place. While a return
to Formula 1 seems uncertain for Ricciardo, links to the
anticipated Cadillac team for 2026 have emerged. However, the
Australian driver has claimed he is “done” with F1, without
making any formal retirement announcement. His recent focus
appears to have shifted towards promoting his business
ventures through social media, leaving fans and analysts
guessing about what his next move might be.

Interestingly, Mark Skaife, a five-time Supercars Champion, has
suggested that General Motors might consider signing Ricciardo
to give their team a considerable boost. He pointed out how
influential star drivers can be in motorsport, referencing
Verstappen’s significant impact on Red Bull’s success.
Ricciardo’s remarkable record of eight race victories and 32
podiums between 2011 and 2024 highlights his talent, yet he
remains one of the highly successful drivers without a world
championship.

Shifting Dynamics in the F1 Circuit

The drama surrounding driver lineups in Formula 1 is a constant
whirlwind. The market is in flux, with teams continually
reshuffling their rosters to stay competitive. A pertinent issue in



the analysis of drivers is how much of race outcomes can be
attributed to driver skill versus the performance of the car itself.
Collecting data on a driver’s starting and finishing grid positions
at particular circuits can serve as a great measuring stick for
their consistency.

As F1 Analytics suggests, there’s always an ongoing debate
about whether a truly exceptional driver can shine regardless of
their car’s capabilities. This raises fascinating questions about
the current landscape—will we see a return of Ricciardo, and if
so, under which banner? And joining this intricate web are the
fates of drivers like George Russell, who faces uncertainty with
his future at Mercedes as his contract nears its end. Russell is
eager to solidify his position within the squad and chase after
that elusive first title.
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