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Miami-Dade Man Arrested for
Threatening Couple Over $5,000
Payments

Richard Capelletti, 61, arrested in Miami-Dade for
threatening a couple over money, raising serious stalking
concerns.

South Miami Hospital, Miami-Dade County, USA - In an
alarming incident that highlights the dangers of harassment and
stalking, 61-year-old Richard Capelletti was arrested in Miami-
Dade County for allegedly threatening the lives of a couple who
had been financially supporting him. Locall0 reports that
Capelletti was apprehended at South Miami Hospital after being
treated for unrelated injuries on Sunday.

According to police reports, the couple had been depositing
$5,000 a month into Capelletti’s bank account. However, their
financial support did not prevent distressing communication



from him. On Wednesday and Thursday, Capelletti left five
threatening messages demanding immediate payment and
Issuing threats against the couple. It raises a stark question:
how far can a financial obligation push someone to a point of
aggression?

The Role of Stalking and Harassment

Stalking, as defined by the U.S. federal government, involves a
pattern of behavior that causes fear. This can include following,
sending unwanted gifts, and threatening individuals. Research
from the Office for Victims of Crime reveals that around 3.4
million adults are stalked in the U.S. every year, with a
significant portion of these incidents involving known
individuals. In fact, about 75% of stalking victims are stalked by
someone they know, which underscores the complexities that
can arise in personal and financial relationships reports the
OVC.

Capelletti’s actions are a vivid example of the troubling
phenomenon of what is termed ,,simple obsessional* stalking.
This often involves someone known to them, such as an ex-lover
or someone reliant on their financial assistance. The risks can
escalate quickly, as individuals who engage in such behavior
often have specific grievances that propel them into aggression
describes Miami SAO.

After being notified of Capelletti’s hospitalization, detectives
took proactive steps to ensure public safety. They instructed the
head nurse at the hospital to alert them before Capelletti was
discharged. Sure enough, on Sunday, police were informed he
was attempting to leave the hospital against medical advice,
which prompted a swift response to take him into custody.

What’s particularly striking is that Capelletti has been charged
with aggravated stalking or harassment, though details of any
alleged confession were notably absent from his arrest
documentation. His bond for this felony charge has not yet been


https://ovc.ojp.gov/sites/g/files/xyckuh226/files/pubs/helpseries/HelpBrochure_Stalking.html
https://ovc.ojp.gov/sites/g/files/xyckuh226/files/pubs/helpseries/HelpBrochure_Stalking.html
https://miamisao.com/our-work/victim-services/what-is-stalking/

established, but he did receive a $250 bond for the
misdemeanor charge related to his threatening calls.

Understanding the Implications

The ramifications of such stalking behaviors can be severe,
affecting victims emotionally, physically, and financially. Many
stalkers go beyond mere intimidation, leading victims to change
their daily habits, stay with family, or even alter their contact
information. This suggests a pervasive sense of fear that often
accompanies being stalked, emphasizing the need for reliable
resources and support systems for victims according to the
OVC.

In light of this incident, it’s crucial for individuals to take any
threats seriously and consider reaching out for help from local
victim services or law enforcement. The emotional and
psychological toll cannot be overstated, and being proactive can
make a world of difference.

As this case continues to unfold, it serves as a stark reminder of
the complex nature of human relationships and the potential
darkness that can lurk beneath the surface. How can
communities better support individuals who find themselves in
situations like this? It’s a discussion worth having as we
collectively navigate these troubling waters.
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