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Miami&#039;s Election Delay Sparks
Lawsuit: Is It Unconstitutional?

Miami-Dade County faces a legal challenge over a
controversial ordinance delaying municipal elections,

raising constitutional concerns.

Miami, USA - In a turn of events stirring controversy and
debate within the Magic City, a resident of Miami has lodged a
lawsuit against the city, raising challenges to a recent ordinance
that postpones municipal elections by a year. This complaint
claims the law violates constitutional provisions and has
emerged amid alarming warnings from state officials regarding
its legality.

According to Law360, the lawsuit directly targets the ordinance
approved by the Miami City Commission, which shifted the
municipal elections originally slated for 2025 to 2026. The
ordinance was narrowly passed with a 3-2 vote on June 26,
2025, despite significant pushback, including a stern caution

https://www.law360.com/pulse/courts/articles/2360744/miami-faces-lawsuit-over-postponed-municipal-elections


from Florida Attorney General James Uthmeier, who labeled the
move as unconstitutional.

Postponing Elections: The City’s
Motivations

The primary argument for this delay stems from a push to align
local elections with statewide contests, thus potentially boosting
voter turnout. Commissioner Damian Pardo, the measure’s
sponsor, has boldly predicted that synchronizing with larger
elections could elevate voter participation from a mere 10-15%
to an impressive 60%. This rationale garnered support from
Commissioners Christine King and Ralph Rosado, who also
emphasized increased turnout as a crucial benefit of the
postponement.

Yet, not all were convinced. Concerns were raised regarding the
fairness of extending terms for current officials by an additional
year, leading to accusations that this may compromise
democratic principles. Commissioner Miguel Gabela suggested
organizing a referendum to give voters a say in the matter,
while Commissioner Joe Carollo warned this decision might
result in diminished participation in runoff elections.

Legal Challenges and Potential Outcomes

As reported by Miami Today News, the first reading of the
ordinance occurred earlier in June, with the commission deciding
to move forward despite clear warnings of potential legal
repercussions. Miami’s City Attorney George Wysong asserted
that the ordinance aligns with Florida law, which allows
municipal elections to be adjusted and terms to be extended.
However, skepticism remains strong among state leaders.
Governor Ron DeSantis has publicly criticized the ordinance,
suggesting it infringes on term limits and warned of expected
legal action should it come into effect.

https://www.miamitodaynews.com/breaking/miami-longer-terms-in-office-draw-criticism-and-lawsuit/


Legal challenges are unfolding as mayoral candidate Emilio
González officially filed the lawsuit on June 30, arguing that
depriving voters of their right to elect their representatives
violates constitutional rights. Under the current ordinance, while
the 2025 ballot for charter amendments or referenda will still
occur, there will be no candidate races. Instead, both mayoral
and commission elections will now be pushed to 2026, leaving
uncertainty about the next steps as legal outcomes develop.

The Legislative Landscape in Florida

Florida already has stringent requirements governing local ballot
measures. Interestingly, Miami’s electoral processes necessitate
signatures from 10% of electors registered at the last general
municipal election to trigger any change, as outlined by 
Ballotpedia. This nuance in the law adds another layer of
complexity as residents and officials navigate the aftermath of
the postponed elections.

As the dust settles, the looming questions remain: How will this
lawsuit unfold, and will the residents of Miami reclaim their
rights to elect their officials in a timely manner? The stakes are
high, and the eyes of the community—and the state—are fixated
on the developments ahead.
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