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Martin County Schools Face Security
Debate: Cost vs. Safety

Martin County School Board debates new SRO contract
amid budget concerns; vote set for July 29, prioritizing

student safety.

Boca Raton, USA - The Martin County School District finds
itself at a crossroads as it weighs a significant new contract for
school resource officers (SROs). With the proposal on the table
covering 34 officers at a cost of $4.5 million, the decision is
drawing attention from various stakeholders, including parents
and local officials. As discussions unfold, the implications for
school safety and community trust are at the forefront.

According to CBS12, Sheriff John Budensiek has voiced strong
opposition to the idea of integrating private security to cut costs,
asserting that such measures would be a step backward in
ensuring comprehensive safety for students. Many in the
community expect robust security and accountability from their
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local schools, a sentiment echoed by Sherriff Budensiek’s
assurance that he believes the School Board will ultimately
support the proposed contract.

Concerns and Delays

Discussions regarding SROs are ongoing, but a vote to finalize
the contract has been delayed. As reported by WPTV, concerns
about spending and staff adequacy have prompted board
members to pause and reassess the agreement, initially
negotiated back in May. Board members are scrutinizing various
aspects of the contract, including overtime costs and the
inclusion of crossing guards, leading to deep concern from
parents over prioritizing financial issues over child safety.

Kacie Lunsford and Heather Bonthron, local parents, have
expressed their worries, which reflect a broad sentiment in the
community that student safety should never be compromised
for budgetary reasons. As District 2 Board Member Marsha
Powers pointed out, clarity on expenses is essential, and she
stressed the importance of documenting how many hours SROs
truly work.

Echoing these concerns, District 1 Board Member Christia Li
Roberts also called for greater transparency before any vote
occurs. Meanwhile, District 5 Board Member Dr. Brian Moriarty
suggested exploring ways to cut costs while reassessing how
many SROs are genuinely needed in the district. The School
Board is set to reconvene on July 29 to further discuss these
pressing issues.

Looking Beyond Martin County

While the debate in Martin County is heating up, it’s worth
noting that school safety standards and protocols are continually
evolving elsewhere. According to the Washington State School
Safety center, training requirements for SROs are rigorous, while
emphasizing that schools are to be safe environments for all
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students. Training programs outlined in OSPI highlight the
necessity for on-the-job training and systematic checks to
ensure safety staff meet established criteria, all aimed at
fostering a secure environment.

As the Martin County School District gears up for its upcoming
meeting, the community watches closely, anxious for a
resolution that balances both safety and fiscal responsibility.
With parents hopeful that the final decision will prioritize student
safety, the impact of these discussions will surely resonate as
they shape the future of school security in the region.
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