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Florida&#039;s  No Kings  Protests: Will
Drivers Face Consequences?

Explore the upcoming &quot;No Kings&quot; protests in
Florida on June 14, highlighting Governor DeSantis&#039;
stance on the &quot;anti-riot&quot; law and public safety.

Florida, USA - Plans are heating up for June 14, when more
than 75 „No Kings“ protests are set to unfold across Florida.
These demonstrations coincide with the June 14 dual
celebrations of Flag Day and Donald Trump’s birthday, and
they’re part of a broader nationwide action against the Trump
administration. In a state known for its vibrant political
landscape, the anticipation surrounding these events is
palpable. USA Today reports that local organizers are urging
participants to keep the protests peaceful and de-escalate any
potential confrontations.

Florida’s Governor Ron DeSantis is gearing up for the protests
with a clear message: while lawful assembly and free speech are

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/local/state/2025/06/13/no-kings-protests-may-test-florida-anti-riot-law-under-desantis/84172532007/


protected, any hint of violence will not be tolerated. In recent
comments made in a podcast interview, he expressed strong
backing for law enforcement and emphasized that he’s prepared
to “quell any violence” that might arise during the
demonstrations. This comes in light of the state’s controversial
anti-riot law, H.B. 1, which toughens penalties for unlawful
assemblies and rioting, a response to the unrest following the
murder of George Floyd in 2020. NBC Miami outlines how this
law allows individuals to flee if surrounded by a threatening
crowd, insinuating that drivers who hit protesters in such
circumstances might not bear legal responsibility.

Legal Tensions and Rights

Yet, there’s something to be said for the complexity of the
situation as legal experts warn that drivers can still face criminal
charges if they injure individuals during protests. The affirmative
defenses provided by the anti-riot law don’t shield them from
potential prosecution. A recent case involving Andrew Dutil, who
was charged with aggravated assault after driving towards
protesters before later having those charges dropped, highlights
the legal minefield many may navigate. Critics of the law argue
that its ambiguity could inadvertently criminalize peaceful
protesters, a sentiment echoed by many social media users
reacting to DeSantis’ comments, according to NBC Miami.

Floridians taking to the streets should remember that, while the
law protects free speech, it draws a firm line at violence. The law
mandates that those arrested for unlawful assembly be held
without bail until their first court appearance, presenting an
additional level of caution for protesters. Tallahassee.com
emphasizes that protests may only take place on public property
and must adhere to regulations regarding time, place, and
manner. Making noise and asserting one’s rights is all well and
good, but safety must remain top of mind.

The Road Ahead
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As the date draws nearer, local law enforcement agencies,
including county sheriffs and the highway patrol, along with the
National Guard, are poised to respond to any incidents that
could escalate. Sheriff Wayne Ivey of Brevard County has made
it clear: those who attempt to surround vehicles might just get
run over. DeSantis’ supportive tone toward law enforcement and
road safety underscores the administration’s overarching belief
in maintaining order amidst rising tensions. This approach has
garnered mixed reactions across the political spectrum, proving
that Florida remains a vibrant battleground for debates
surrounding free speech, protest rights, and public safety.

The „No Kings“ protests are more than just a local event; they
are part of a nationwide movement with roots entrenched deep
in America’s ongoing struggle for justice and accountability. As
participants prepare to take to the streets, they carry with them
not just voices of dissent but also the weight of history and the
challenge of ensuring their rights are upheld. Let’s hope for a
peaceful day where voices are heard, and rights are respected.
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