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Brooks Koepka&#039;s LIV Golf Journey:
Travel Strain vs. Family Time

Explore the impact of LIV Golf&#039;s 2026 schedule on
players like Brooks Koepka, contrasting it with the PGA

Tour&#039;s response.

Pumpkin Ridge, Oregon, USA - The ongoing battle between
LIV Golf and the PGA Tour has stirred plenty of conversations
among golf enthusiasts, particularly with the recent
developments surrounding heavyweights like Brooks Koepka.
Initially, players like Koepka touted the benefits of making a
switch to LIV Golf, claiming it would afford them more time at
home. However, as we dive deeper into the situation, the reality
seems more nuanced than advertised.

Brooks Koepka, who joined LIV Golf in June 2022, is already
showcasing impressive achievements, including five LIV titles
and a major win at the 2023 PGA Championship. Financial
incentives played a significant role in his decision, having



pocketed over $40 million within just three years. Still, it
appears that the extensive travel required by his new
commitment might lead him to rethink his choices. As Today’s
Golfer reports, Koepka’s travel schedule for 2026 is nothing
short of staggering, with a total of 27 flights, 218.5 hours in the
air, and over 102,000 airmiles. In contrast, a typical PGA Tour
player (who travels for 20-25 events) logs around 90 hours in
the air and about 37,000 miles, often mostly staying within the
continental U.S.

The Great Purse Race

The rivalry isn’t limited to travel schedules and player migration.
The PGA Tour is feeling the heat and has responded with a
series of purse increases. Announcing a total of $54 million in
rises across eight major events, the Tour’s purse for the Players
Championship will see a significant bump to $25 million. This
measure, aimed at keeping players within its ranks, highlights
an ongoing „arms race“ against LIV Golf, as noted by Golf.com.

Notably, the Tour plans to introduce a new international series
that will stage up to three events for the top 50 players.
Observations from senior editor Sean Zak indicate that these
changes could clarify viewing schedules for fans and keep most
players satisfied. However, executive editor Alan Bastable
questions whether the influx of big-purse events is genuinely
necessary, prompting fans and analysts alike to ponder the
health of professional golf.

Brooks Koepka and LIV Golf: A Risky Move?

Koepka’s announcement to join LIV Golf caught many off guard,
especially as he had initially committed himself to the PGA Tour.
Following this shift, new LIV events began to unveil, including
one at Pumpkin Ridge in Oregon, featuring other newly recruited
stars like Bryson DeChambeau and Patrick Reed. As discussed in
an analysis on SI.com, the buzz around the second LIV event
kindled speculation about heightened interest driven by a robust

https://www.todays-golfer.com/news-and-events/tour-news/liv-golf-schedule-vs-pga-tour/
https://www.todays-golfer.com/news-and-events/tour-news/liv-golf-schedule-vs-pga-tour/
https://golf.com/news/pga-tour-fights-liv-golf-brooks-koepka-defects/
https://www.si.com/golf/news/timeline-liv-golf-how-pga-tour-adapted


player roster and appealing locales.

This competitive landscape has not only shaken the
commitment of players like Koepka but also caught the attention
of other golf legends. Figures like Rory McIlroy have voiced
concerns about the future of the PGA Tour and the loyalty
needed among players to combat the allure of LIV Golf. With
high-stakes negotiations, including endorsements from key
players such as Tiger Woods, the stage is set for a dramatic
back-and-forth.

The situation encapsulates a broader challenge for the sport as
it navigates evolving dynamics. As Koepka weighs the pros and
cons of his involvement in LIV Golf against the steady pull of the
PGA Tour, fans are left eagerly watching how both tours will
ultimately shape the future of golf.
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