10. Juni 2025

DeSantis and Smith Skip Stanley Cup
Wager: Whiskies Unavailable!

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis and Alberta Premier
Danielle Smith won&#039;t renew their Stanley Cup wager
this year, amid ongoing hockey rivalries.

Tallahassee, Florida, USA - As the Stanley Cup finals
approach, excitement is palpable among fans of both the Florida
Panthers and the Edmonton Oilers. This year, however, it seems
Florida Governor Ron DeSantis and Alberta Premier Danielle
Smith have decided not to renew their light-hearted wager on
the outcome of the series. Last year, after the Panthers
managed to defeat the Oilers, DeSantis was treated to a
selection of Canadian whiskies, including Highwood Distillery’s
Sweet Sippin‘ Original Maple Whisky and Eau Claire Distillery’s
Canadian Rye Whisky. But alas, according to Western Wheel,
the friendly gamble won’t be carried over to this year, a point
confirmed by Smith in an interview with the National Post.


https://www.westernwheel.ca/local-news/florida-governor-wont-be-getting-any-foothills-whisky-this-year-10768877

This time around, the Panthers are seeking their second
consecutive Stanley Cup victory, buoyed by their recent triumph
over the Carolina Hurricanes with a score of 5-3, marking their
third consecutive trip to the finals. Comparatively, the Oilers
ousted the Dallas Stars 6-3 to secure their placement, making it
their second final in a row. The Panthers previously lifted the
trophy in 2024, emerging victorious against the Oilers in a nail-
biting seven-game showdown.

Past Wagering and Future Possibilities

In a nod to last season’s wager, where DeSantis would have sent
a bottle of Florida rum to Smith had the Oilers won, the
Governor expressed gratitude for last year’s whiskey offering. As
DeSantis commented, ,,Florida has done well in hockey lately,*
highlighting that the Stanley Cup has found a home in Florida for
three of the last five years, with both the Lightning and the
Panthers claiming the title. Connor McDavid, the Oilers‘ shining
star and three-time Hart Memorial Trophy winner, will lead his
team into battle once again alongside his impressive playoff
performance.

Sergei Bobrovsky, goaltender for the Panthers, boasts an
impressive 2.11 goals against average this playoff season, while
teammate Sam Bennett leads all players with a remarkable ten
playoff goals. Defending the Cup won’t come easy, though—a
challenge made more intense by the history and significance of
the Stanley Cup itself.

Understanding the Stanley Cup’s Rich
History

To appreciate the stakes, it’s worth diving into the storied legacy
of the Stanley Cup, a trophy that has transcended generations of
hockey players and fans alike. Originating in 1892 as the
Dominion Hockey Challenge Cup, its first award went to the
Montreal Amateur Athletic Association in 1893. This venerable



trophy has evolved from an amateur prize into the ultimate
accolade in professional hockey.

Ice hockey’s roots trace back to Canada’s frozen ponds in the
early 1800s, where the game was played with a flat ball. The
inaugural indoor game occurred in Montreal in 1875, fueling the
formation of clubs and leagues, and paving the way for the
establishment of the National Hockey League (NHL) in 1917.
Over the years, the Stanley Cup has become synonymous with
excellence in the sport, serving as a shared symbol of Canadian
identity and pride.

As thousands of fans rally behind their teams for this year’s
finals, the Stanley Cup remains not just a trophy but a testament
to the rich history of ice hockey and its impactful role in the
cultural identity of Canada. With the potential for another wager
lingering in the air, will DeSantis and Smith resolve to reignite
their friendly competition in the future? Only time will tell as the
playoffs unfold!
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